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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
The steamer Britannia arrived at Boston on the 
5th inst. in thirty-eight hours froin Halifax bringing 





Liverpool dates to the 20th ult. 


The Caledonia which left Boston on the Ist, and 


’ Halifax on the 4th ult, reached Liverpool in thirteen 


_ was felt for her safety. 


days and eighteen hours froin Boston. 


No intelligence had been received respecting the 
steam ship President, and the most intense anxiety 
Insurance could not be ef- 
fected under 80 per cent.—75 had been paid. Their 


last lingering hope appeared to rest upon the possi- 
_ bility that she might have gone into Bermuda; we 





’ turbance. 


, edb 


| 4 but not sufficiently decided on several subjects 
s great importance, including the affair of Mr. 


have accounts from thence that prove that hope to be 


, fallacious. 


The President had not been heard of at Fayal, on 


_ the 28th of March; at Terceira, on the 27th of 


March; or at St. Michael’s oa the 2nd of April. 
“Her majesty upon leaving Buckingham palace 


» for Windsor castle, left commands that immediately 
» upon the news of the safety of the President reach- 
_ ing London, a special messenger should be de- 


spatched with the intelligence.” 

O'Connell is again busy in Ireland pushing the 
repeal agitation. 

Parliament not being in session, nothing has oc- 


_ curred in the domestic policy of England worthy of 


notice, 


The county of Kilkkenney in Ireland, is represent- 
ed to be in an alarming state of anarchy and dis- 
We do not generally notice similar ac- 
Counts with whieh the London papers so frequently 
abound but in this instance we find it in a govern- 
nent paper. 

Sir George Arthur, late lieutenant governor of 
Upper Canada, had arrived in London, and had long 


* Conferences at the foreign office. 


Some detachments of troops were under orders 


_ for the British possessions on this continent, but 
_ they evidently were reliets for others ordered home. 


The lord mayor of London gave a splendid enter- 


_ ainment at the Mansion house on Easter Monday. 


At a public meeting held at Liverpool on the 12th 


_ ult. to consider a pelition to parliament for the re- 


peal of the corn laws, the proceedings were greatly 
interrupted by chartists. 

lhe rangership of Windsor Great Park has been 
conferred upon prince Albert. 


The duke of Sussex has entirely recovered from 
his late i!lness. 


Commodore Napier arrived at Liverpool in the 


«Steamer Oriental on the 13th ult. 


The London correspondent of the N. Y. Courier 
Writes on the 19th, “The general intelligence receiv- 
¥ the Caledonia has been considered satisfacto- 


McLeod. That this recently so exciting a business 


_ Will pase away without furiber danger to the peace 


Of Great Britain and the Unit 
ed States, appears to 
Vou. X~-Sra. 1), —_ 





be so generally the opinion of the country, that 
very much less has been recently said about Mr. 
McLeod—though the intelligence of his final libe- 
ration is much to be desired.” 

The state of the money market continues to be 
sound, and the foreign exchanges retaain satisfacto- 
ry—but the intervention of the Easter holidays, has 
materially diminished the speculative business of 
The English funds have improv- 
ed about 4 per cent. since the arrival of the Caledo- 
nia, and the general state of the money markét is 
decidedly towards an extension of the currency, and 
a decrease of the rate of interest by the Bank of 
England, with a consequent advance in the value of 
mercantile and monetary property of every descrip- 
tion in the course of the present year. 

In American securities the business has not been 
extensive, but the late improved inquiry has been 
sustained, and there is this morning business in 
$10,000 of Pennsylvania stocks at 75, and numerous 
transactions in the shares of the bank of the United 
States, though not at a better quotation than £5 
5 and £5 10 pershare. The other stocks are all 
saleable at the rates of the enclosed list, though no 
actual business has taken place in the course of the 
present day. 

The arrangement for the postponement of the 
pay ment of the debentures of the bank of the United 
States, due on the 15th inst. has been completed with 
only the difference from the account given in my 
last communication, that the holders do not receive 
any present payinent—the 10 per cent. of the capital 
which was first proposed to be paid, being relinquish- 
ed, and the time of extension reduced from two toa 
single year. The prospects of the share holders, 
bond holders, and ail concerned in the fortunes of 
this institution, now centre in the future value of the 
State securities held or hypothecated to so enormous 
an amount—but well informed parties are confident 
ofa rapid improvement in the credit of the indivi- 
dual states after the meeting of the extraordinary 
session of congress, when it is expected that the 
grand financial projects of the new government will 
be developed in the opening speech of gen. Harrison, 
and that either a consolidation of the state debts, or 
a distribution of the land revenues may be fully 
hoped to be consistent with that regard for the rights, 
credit and general welfare of the individual states— 
not only no opposition to which—as antagonistic to 
the general system—but the utmost consistent defe- 
rence to which pervaded the inauguration speech of 
the new president of the United States. 

On the morning of the departure of the Great 
Western steam ship, arrived the overland mail from 
India, with intelligence of the final settlement of 
the dispates between the English and Chinese.— 
The particulars of the settlement had not been ar- 
ranged—but the Chinese have yieldec the island of 
Hong Kong to the English and to pay $6,000,000 
for the expenses of the war. An express which 
was despatched from London on the morning of the 
arrival of the over-land mail from India, arrived at 
Bristol too late by about two hours, and therefore 
the Caledonia takes out the important intelligence 
of the removal of the blockade of the Chinese coast 
and the re-opening of the general trade. 

The island of Hong Kong which has been ceded 
by the Chinese to the British, is represented to be 
very favorably chosen fora British settlement. It 
is of little extent, being but about fifteen miles in 
circumference, but it forms, with the neighboring 
lands, one of the finest ports in the world. Some 
affect to fear that this possession,in the hands of 
the British, will be worth little more than Macao 
is to the Portuguese. There is, however, a wide 
difference in the character and power of the two 
people. 

The reports from the manufacturing districts are 
not so improving as might have been anticipated 
from the favorable termination of the difficulties 
with China and the United States. The cotton 
market appears to be heavy at Liverpool, and there 
is a decline of 3d. per Ib. in London on East India 
cotton, during the last four days. 

Parliament re-assembles to-morrow, after the 
Easter recess. The business, however, is not ex- 
pected to be important until the 30th inst. the day 
of the opening of the budget of the year. This im- 
portant expose of the financial situation and pros- 
pects of Great Britain, you will therefore receive 
by the following steam ship. 





The corr markets remain stationary, and none of 
the duties were altered on Thursday last, the rates 
being still 23s. Sd. per quarter on foreign wheat, 
and 15s. 3d. per barrel of flour of 196 Ibs. The 
weather has been cold for the last few days, and the 
vegetation has been greatly checked, but this is not 
important to the prospects of the growing crops, 
which remain of a more promising kind than for a 
number of years past. 

American funds,— London, April 19, 1841. 
Indiana 5 per ct. sterling 1863, 64 66 
Kentucky 6 per cent. 1868, about 80 
Louisiana 5 per ct. Baring’s 1844, &c.ab’t 80 
Maryland 5 per ct. sterling 1889, buyers 74 


New York 5 per cent. 1858, 81 82 
Ohio 6 per cent. 1856, &c. 855 86 
Pennsylvania 5 per cent. about 75 
United States bank shares, £5 to £5 05 


The Morning Chronicle of the 14th says in re- 
ference to the post notes of the Bank of the United 
States which would fall due on the 15th: 

‘‘We learn that an arrangement has been effected 
with the principal holders of the post notes which 
will fall due on Thursday, to the effect that the prin- 
cipal sums shall remain over for another twelve 
months upon a further deposite of 225,000 dollars of 
Pennsylvania stock as an additional security.” 


FRANCE. 

The Paris papers contain no very momentous 
news. M. Guizot had announced in the chamber 
of deputies, that negotiations pending between 
Great Britain and France promised a satisfactory 
conclusion of the difference between two countries; 
but he would not give further explanation, which 
was demanded. 

The chamber of deputies had voted by a large 
majority, all the extraordinary credits for 1841, re- 
quired for the department of war, marine and pub- 
lic works, amounting to a sum of upwards of 
200,000,000 frances. 


SPAIN. 

Madrid. Theregency was still the all-engrossing 

topic of discussion and speculation in the capital, 

but the question had as yet made no advance to- 
wards a solution. 


PORTUGAL. 

Lisbon. Senhor Manoel Gonsalves de Miranda, 
Portuguese minister of marine, died at Lisbon on 
5th instant. His successor had not been named; 
but baron Bomffin was ordered to take charge of 
the portfolios on the Ist of April. 

We are informed by the papers that the bank, the 
Confianca company, and the capitalists of Lisbon, 
have jointly refused to enter into any transaction 
with the government. The advices received re- 
present money matters in a very embarrassed slate. 


SWITZERLAND. 

Private letters from Berne of the 6th inst. state, 
that notwithstanding the recent decision of the fe- 
deral diet, the Argovian government was proceed- 
ing as actively as ever with the spoliation of the 
convents of the Canton. The Catholic population, 
on the other hand, emboldened by the admission of 
their rights by the legislature, were preparing, with 
the aid of their allies, to enforce the execution of 
the decree. The conservative party at Lucerne 
were prepared to support the Catholics of Argau by 
forms. The representatives of Austria, Russiaand 
England had taken a strong part in urging the diet 
to oppose the proceedings of the Argau government. 

GERMANY. 

Berlin. The council of state is engaged on the 
new penal code, which is to be completed by the 
end of the year. At present, the new enactments 
fur the prevention of duelling are under discussion, 
The penalties are much less severe than hitherto, 
duelling being treated as murder, and threatened 
with the same penalties, but the punishment was 
never inflicted. The law too made an improper dif- 
ference between noblemen and citizens. 

PERSIA. 

The latest intelligence from Persia, dated Tehe- 
ran, Feb. 14th, conveys the important information 
‘that the differences existing between Persia and 
Great Britain had been satisfactory arranged, the 
schah of Persia haviag declared himself ready to 
cede the fortress of Gurian, taken by his troops in 
the last war.” It was consequently expected that 
the British embassy would return to Teheran forth- 
with. 
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TURKEY. 

News from Constantinople, brought to. Marseilles 
on the 1ith inst. by the French levant steamer Men- 
tor comes down to the 28th ult. Several extraordi- 
nary councils had been lately held at the porte, or 
in the residence of some uf the ministers, in order 
to deliberate on the reply which was to be returned 
to Mehemit Ali. Persons generally well informed 
affirm that the affair was on the point of being defi- 
altel adjusted in a satisfactory manner, ard that 
the divan had adopted a decision which, to avoid all 
further difficulties, had been referred to the appro- 
bation of the London conference. 


From the London Morning Chronicle of April 19th. 

Change in the Turkish ministry. The long menac- 
ed ministerial revolution has taken place in Con- 
stantinople; at least so says (he Austrian Observer 
of the 10th, the official Vienna journal. Its account 
is as follows. 

“Advices from Constantinople of the 29th ult. 
received by express, state that Reschid pasha has 
been dismissed from his post as minister of foreign 
affairs, and replaced by Rifant bey formerly ambas- 
sador from the porte te the court of Vienna, who 
has been also made a pasha. ‘The minister of com- 
merce, Fethi Achemet, pasha, has been replaced by 
the capitan pasha, said pasba, who is brother-in- 
law to the sultan and Tahir pasha has been appoint- 
ed capitan pasha in his stead.” 


The ‘recommendation’ of the conference of Lon- 
don to the porte, to ‘modify the hatti-scheriff,” may 
have been wise; but it has had the untoward result 
of upsetting in Constantinople that minister and 
that party most attached to the liberal ideas of the 
west, 

On the 16th March, the Turkish fleet, with only 
800 of the 21,000 men who manned it on its reach- 
ing Egypt, re-entered the Bosphorus. The sultan 
had repaired in his steamer to the Kiosks of the se- 
raglio-bournou, in order to witness the event. The 
«“Mahmoudieh,” ship of the line, took the head, 
and on doubling the point of the seraglio, fired a 
salute of 21 guns, which his highness ordered should 
be immediately returned. All the other vesels of 
the fleet followed the example of the ““Mahmou- 
dieh.” 


The fleet consisted of twenty-six sail; eight ships 
of the line, ten frigates, two corvettes, and six brigs, 
and other light vessels. The entire population of 
Constantinople and its environs lined the banks of 
the channel, and crowded the heights which over- 
looked the city, in order to enjoy the spectacle. In 
the course of the afternoon, the sultan went on 
board the “‘“Mahmoudieh,” accompanied by all the 
pashas, and complimented admiral Walker, in the 
most flattering terms, on his conduct throughout 
the recent occurrences. o 

Major Brace, a Swede, and brother-in-law of ba- 
ron Brunow, the Russian ambassador in London, 
has entered ihe service of the porte, and is at Bey- 
rout, in command of a Turkish regiment. 


EGYPT. 

On the 17th ultimo, Mehemit Ali had returned 
from Cairo, leaving Ibrahim pasba there, invested 
with all adininistrative powers over tbe interior, as 
well as over the affairs of the military and marine 
of Egypt. They had liberated Sheriff pasha, ex- 
governor of Damascus, from the arrest in which 
Abbas pasha held him, and had appointed him chief 
inspector of finance in the room of Hussein bey, 
lately disgraced. Councils had been held in Cairo, 
and serious inquiries made into the recent misima- 
nagement in Syria. [t was declared that 60,000 
men were necessary for the effective government 
of Egypt, and Said bey had been sent up the Nile 
to concert measures for anew conscription, as the 
pasha has only half that force on foot at present. 
The increase is rendered necessary by the hostility 
of the natives of Abyssina, led by a chief who, 
many years since, destroyed the pasha’s son, Tus- 
soon, and the threatening attitude of the western 
Bedouins, who, it is said, were in a conspiracy with 
the late Said El Gharbi against the pasha. The 
eastern Bedouins had also recommenced their at- 
tacks on the government convoys in the Suez de- 
sert. The pasha had paid off the long arrears of 
his army, and was now discharging those due to 
his marine and to their children. He was building 
barracks for the the sailors in Alexandria. The 
national guards of both cities were still constantly 
exercised. A marriage was on the fapis between 
the son of Ibrahim pasha and a daughter of Soliman 
pasha. ; 

Lieutenant colonel! Nupier had sailed with the 
Maronite Emirs and Druse Sheiks for Syria on the 
9th of March, in one-of the pasha’s corvettes, and 
had encountered a severe gale. 

Storms and rains had set in at Alexandria from 
the 10th to the 14th of March, and the cases of 
plague had risen to fifteen per day. 


Mehemit declares his ffxed resolve not to do 
more towards acknowledging the supremacy of the 
sulfan than paying a few hundred thousand dollars 
a year as tribute. He disregards the hatti-scheriff, 
appoints colonel Galise a bey of £750 a year, and 
sets him to fortify the sea shore; droves of mana- 
cled conscripts are arriving. The pasha’s governor 
of Kartoun, Ahmed, has been defeated by Melik 
Nemir, of the Upper Nile. The Gervise Arabs 
have entered Egypt near the native lakes, aud spoil- 
ed the tribes of Gebaviz. The pasha haz stopped 
the supply of corn that Egypt annually sends to the 
holy cities. 

CHINA. 

Final settlement of the differences with China! 
Excitement in England on the subject. From the 
London Morning Chronicle. We received last uight 
an extraordinary express from Paris of Wednesday 
evening, bringing our Marseilles correspondents 
summary of the news brought by the India mail. 

_Our dates are from Chusan to the 20th December, 
from Maco to the 27th of January, from Singapore 
to the 25th of January, from Calcutta, to the 18th of 
February, from Mandras to the 20th of February, 
froin Scinde to the 22d of February, from Bombay 
to the Ist of March, and from Alexandria to the 
25th of March. 

In consequence of the insincerity and tardiness 
displayed by the imperial commissioner, an at- 
tack was made on the morning of the 9th of Janua- 
ry on the outposts of the Bogue forts. In two hours 
the fort was in possession of the English, with a 
loss of only three killed and 23 wounded; that of 
the Chinese is estimated at from 500 to 700. Many 
were killed in the attempt to escape by jumping 
down from their embrasures, a depth of 20 feet, to 
tne rocks below. The ships and crews escaped un- 
hurt, although the fort monnted 35 guns, 

At the same time the fort of Tycocktow was at- 
tacked by another squadron. A heavy fire was 
opened on the fort, and promptly returned, but the 
Chinese guns were speedily disabled, and a party of 
seamen landed to seize the fort. The Chinese made 
a spirited resistance, but were soon overpowered 
and the fort captured. The first lieutenant of the 
Samarang was wounded in the assault 

The steam vessels then attacked the fleet of junks 
lying in Anson’s bay, but owing to the shallowness 
of the water, only the Nemesis could approach them, 
towing 12 armed boats from her majesty’s ships. 
Her first rocket set fire to the powder magazine of 
one junk; 18 others were blown up by their own 
crews, and the rest escaped into the inner waters. 
Next morning her majesty’s ship Blenheim began 
to throw shells into the batteries at Wantong, and 
was preparing to attack the fort at Anunghoy, when 
the Chinese commander-in-chief made a communi- 
cation to capt. Elliot, who thereupon desisted from 
further hostilities. On the 20th of January, a cir- 
cular was addressed by the British plenipotentiary to 
her majesty’s subjects in China, announcing that 
preliminary arrangements between the imperial 
commissioner and hiinself had been made to the fol- 
lowing effect: 

‘1. The cession of the island and harbor of Hong 
Kong to the British crown. All just charges and 
duties to the empire upon the commerce carried on 
there to be paid as if the trade were conducted at 
Whampoa. 

“2. An indemnity to the British government of 
6,000,000 dollars, 1,000,000 dollars payable at once, 
and the remainder in equal annual instalments, end- 
ing in 1846. 

“3. Direct official intercourse between the coun- 
tries upon an equal footing. 

“4. The trade of the port of Canton to be opened 
within ten days after the Chinese New Year, andto 
be carried on at Whampoa till further arrangements 
are practicable at the new settlement. Details re- 
inain matter of negotiation.” 

**Hong Kong was to be garrisoned by the 18th 
Royal Irish, and the harbor protected by the two 
eighteen gun vessels. The plenipotentiary has 
published officially his intention to urge the opium 
indemnification claims upon the British government, 
with the concurrence also of the governor general 
of India.” 

The following particulars, in addition to what is 
given above, are gleaned from the correspondence 
of the Morning Chronicle: 

Bombay, March 1. 

Her inajesty’s ship Columbine has proceeded to 
Chusan to recall the whole of the troops, as posses- 
sion of the island is now to be returned to the Chi- 
nese. 

The imperial cominissioner bas despatched an or- 
der to Ningpoe, directing the release of ail the pri- 
soners detained there. 

The plenipotentiary seizes the earliest occasion to 








of British ships and merchants, and he is onjy 
forming bis duty in offering the protection amg 
British flag to the subjects, citizens and shi me 
foreign powers that may resort to her mejesty’s, ms 
session. B03, 
Pending her majesty’s further pleasure there yj) 
be no portor other charges to the British govern _ 
(at Hong Kong). ment 
The plenipotentiary now perinits himself {o mak 
a few general observations. ake 
The oblivion of past and redressed injuries y» 
iollow naturally from the right feeling of the ata . 
subjects:—Indeed it should be remembered hae. 
extent of modification resulting only from , 
intervention can be efficacious in the steady 
provement of our condition, unless it be syste “4 
tically seconded by conciliatory treatment “a 
people, and becoming deference for the institution, 
and government of the country, upon the thresh i 
of which we are about to be established, ‘i 
The plenipotentiary can only presume to 
very briefly to the zeal and wisdom of the cv 
der of the expedition to China; and to that rare Unip 
of ardor, patience and forbearance, which baa de. 
tinguished the officers and forces of all aris aj rf 
points of occupation and operation, | 
He is well assured the British community yi 
sympathise cordially with biin in these sentiments, 
lasting respect for his excellency and the whole for. 
which he ts ashamed to express in such inade 
language. 
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to these causes the peaceful adjustment of difficultics 
inust be ascribed to the scrupulous good faith of t): 
very eminent person with whom negotiations ap 
still pending. [Keshen!] 


bent upon himself to lose no time in assuring th 
commercial communiiy that he will use his bes 
effort with her majesty’s government to secure y 
early and eatire advance of their claims for inder. 
nity. [The opium dealers. ] 

And, windful of the interest of parties in Indi: 
he will not fail respectfully to move the right jj. 
norable the governor general of India tu seco, 
these purposes as far as may seem just to his lor 
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He cannot conclude without declaring, that, ney F 


Gat cea te Huis 


Her majesty’s plenipotentiary considers it incyn. f 








ships. 
(Signed), CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Her majesty’s plenipotentiary 

Withdrawal of the forces fiom the Bogue. i 
the night of the 22d of January his excellency com 
modore sir Gordon Bremer arrived in the roads ac 
companied by several ships of war and steamers, 
The English colors were removed from, and Chi 
nese planted in their stead, on Chuenpee. Oi 
Thursday last the ships of war have we learn let 
the Bogue, anc part of them will proceed to Hog 
Kong itnmediately to take possession of that isld 
in the name of her majesty. 

Macwo, Jan. 21, 1841. Chusan it is understoc, 
will be evacuated, and no port will be open to!' 
northward. The future course of the opiur trie 
does not seem to have formed a subject of (discus 
sion; but we understand opinm may be imported 
into the new settlement although still contraband 
China. 

The general trade, this season, is to be carried” 
at Whampoa; and until we learn the proposed me 
sures of the British government with regard ° 
Hong Kong, we cannot pretend to say when!!! 
likely to be diverted to the new settlement. All 
gether we look upon the arrangement as a very!" 
satisfactory description of compromise, and wei 
the only real and tangible result will be the pé: 
ment of 6,000,000 doliars within the specified ti 
possibly collected by some additional imposts on" 
foreign trade. We do not learn that any reductl 
of the existing heavy duties is in contemplalio’” 
any modification of the objectionable Hong sys" 
bat we trust, when the details of the arrange” 


= 


= ‘) ine : 
are promulgated, we shail find these matters wil™ i 
propeily arranged, and some hope be afforded) @ 


inore secure systein of trade for the fufure. | 

The crop of tea is generally stated to be ab! 
450 to 460 chops of Congou, a very smal quaw'!! 
of Souchong, but Pekoes abundant. The g' 
is generally very good. Of green teas the acl 
arrivals are as yet sinail, but the quantity 1s 8" 
be about the same as last year. The markel * 
opened by the purchase of the Congou of 
Kosciusko (now trans-shipping to the Charles 4" 
John O’Gaunt, and Lloyd’s) from 24 to 30 ~ 
Gongou, and we suppose the rates will not deci" 
materially, 


brought down, and of ‘the *Woping” used in 





Sail acaabt cs peiaaaai as cag 


We do not hear of any Fokien Bohea having bes | 





. phe e 
manufacture of Canton Bohea we believe ther" 
very little, while the market is entirely bare © 


: . vail! 
tea; there will, therefore, be low priced tea,® « a 
Under these ¢C"" 


ble for a considerable time. 





declare that her majesty’s government has sought for 
no privilege in China exclusively for the advantage 


. . vailable? am 
stances, and wita asearciity of tonnage ayailab! : 
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= teed, we ook? ierat t i 

, we look for a moderate export in season, 
at seer a total export not enceeding that of 
f the two preceding. We subjoin a memo- 
of the small export of tea up to the present 
| a comparative statement of the supply 
which may prove 


and } 
either 0 
randum 
time, aot @ : 
sent home in previous seasons, 
intr silly the supply is small, only about 2,509 
bales, we understand, being actually down, and the 
market is likely to open at high prices. 

Excitement in England relative to the treaty with 
China. As will be supposed, the terms of arrange- 
ment agreed upon by captain Elliot and the impe- 
rial commissioner have been made the subject 
already of a great deal of discussion. _ The prevail- 
ing feeling is, decidedly that of dissatisfaction. 
Liverpool, April 16. A meeting of the East In- 
dia and China association was held, on Thursday 
last, for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
late proceedings in China. ‘he result of the deli- 
beration of the association was the adoption of a 
letter to viscount Palmerston, in which the mem- 
bers express their dissatisfaction at the arrange- 
ments entered into by captain Elliot with the Chi- 
nese authorities. The letter was signed, on Satur- 
day, by all the houses engaged in the trade with 
China, and forwarded in the evening to London. 

We subjoin a copy of the document: 
“To the right hon. viscount Palmerston, her majes- 

ty’s secretary of state for foreign affairs. 

«My lord: We, the undersigned merchants of Li- 
verpool, engaged in the trade to India and China, 
venture to address your lordship on the subject of 
the intelligence which has reached us by the last 
overland mail announcing that a preliminary treaty 
had been entered into between her majesty’s pleni- 
potentiary and the Chinese commissioner, and we 
do so under deep feelings of disappcintment and 
alarm. 

“In the treaty to which we refer, as officially 
communicated to the British residents in China, on 
the 20th of Jan. last, we cannot recognise the ful- 
filment of any one of the great and important ob- 
jects avowedly sought to be obtained by her ma- 
jesty’s government in the mission of the formidable 
armament which proceeded to the coast of China 
during the last year; nor can we trace in its provi- 
sions any thing calculated to afford a prospect of 
redress for past loss and suffering, or to allay dis- 
trust and apprehension in entering upon new deal- 
ings with the Chinese. 

“We refrain from alluding to intelligence, how- 











ever worthy of credit, which has reached us from 
private sources in China, and abstain fiom speculat- | 
Ing upon the nature of the details that are stated to} 
remain to be negotiated; but we find, in the con- | 
tents of the circular itself, issued by her mnajesty’s | 
plenipotentiary, ample reason for approaching your 
lordship with urgent entreaties that her majesty’s 


governinent will not ratify a treaty, the avowed and | 


prominent conditions of which are calculated to | 
degrade the British character in the eyes of other 
nations, and which contains neither that reparation 
for the past nor that security for the future which 
the country was led to expect she had aright to de- 
mand and was in a situation to enforce. 

“We have the honor to remain, my lord, your 
most obedient servants, &e. 

‘Liverpool, April 16, 1841. 

London, April 19, It is understood that lord Pal- 
merston has appointed Wednesday next, at five 





o'clock, to receive a deputation from the merchants 
of London on the subject of captain Elliot’s nego- | 
tiations with the Chinese. 

The above important news had created a great, 
deal of- excitement. The arrangeinent of captain | 

Elliot were wholly unexpected, and did not appear | 
to give unanimous satisfaction. The Liverpool | 
Journal of April 17th has the following remarks on | 
the subject: “The news of the negotiation of a con- | 
vention or treaty with the government of China by | 
capt. Elliot of which we gave the outlines in our | 
last, has by no means been received with unani- | 
tous approbation. ‘This was to be expected. Un- 
reasonable expectations in which many people in- 
dulged, were not likely to be satisfied with reasona- 
ble siipulations. Besides the whole body of the | 
holders of tea cannot but experience a sore feeling 
at a settlement which so very much reduced the 
Value of the commodity, of which they hold large 
Stocks; and the whole of the residents in Canton, 
and many of their correspondents here, are so deey,- 
ly interested in the opiuin trade, that it was to be 
expected they would be extreinely dissatisfied with 
any thing short of a recognition of its legality. 

But leaving these considerations oul of the ques- 
tion, it must be admitted that there is ample room 
for doubt that the treaty is one of altogether a satis- 
lactory description, or that lord John Russel’s pro- 
Inise to obtain ‘indemnity for the past and security 
for the future’ is realized by the officers of the go- 





vernment. Much depends upon the value of the 
island of Hong Kong, which is known to be an ex- 
cellent harbor, and in every respect suitable for a 
military and commercial depot. Butit is contend- 
ed that its situation and distance from Canton, near- 
ly, we believe, one hundred miles, makes it of little 
use for purposes of traffic; that Canton is the great 
mart, and that as other nations will go there, we 
must go there too; and that, in solid advantage, very 
little is gained. Perhaps the most valuable conces- 
sion on the part of the Chinese government is that 
of treating with the British government on the foot- 
ing of a perfect equality. But on the interpreta- 
tion of this every thing depend.” 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Thomas Finley, to be postmaster at Ballimore, 
Maryland. 

Henry Curtis, surveyor of the revenue at Madi- 
sonville, La. vice W. Batterson, deceased. 

Thomas J. Chariton, collector of the customs at 
Edenton, N. C. vice Robert M. Noxen. 








THE NEW CENSUS. The Madisonian has com- 
piled from the census returns a staternent of the 
aggregate population of each state in 1840, as of- 
ficially returned by the marshals of the several dis- 
tricts and now nearly perfect; to which it attaches an 
imperfect list of the officers of the federal govern- 
ment in the several states, postmasters not includ- 





ed. The census returns are as follows: 

States. Population. States, Population. 
Maine, 501,793 Florida, 54,207 
N. Hampshire, 284,574 Dist. Columbia, 43,712 
Massachusetts, 737,699 N. Carolina, 753,110 
Connecticut, 310.015 Georgia, *677,197 
Rhode Island, 108,830 Alabama, 1569,645 
Vermont, 291,948 Louisiana, 351,176 
New York, 2,428,921 Kentucky, © [777,397 
New Jerssy, 373,306 Ohio, 1,519,467 
Pennsylvania, 1,724,022 Indiana, 683,314 
Delaware, 78,085 Illinois, 474,404 
Maryland, 469,232 Missouri, 381,102 
Virginia, 1,230,797 Arkansas, 93,642 
S. Carolina, 594,398 Michigan, 211,705 
Mississippi, 375,654 Wiskonsan, 30,752 
‘Tennessee, 829,210 lowa, 43,068 

Total population returned, 17,100,572 





FINANCES AT THE CLOSE OF THE LAST ADMI- 
NISTRATION. Treasury department, March 2, 1841. 
In pursuance of a suggestion by the president, the 
secretary of the treasury submits, with his resigna- 
tion, a general statement of the fiscal operations of 
his department, since the last annual report, in or- 
der to show its condition till the close of his con- 
nection with if. 

So faras yet ascertained, the ordinary expendi- 
tures for the year 1840, have since that report, 
proved to be less than those in 1839 by ——-, the 
amount then estimated of between two and three 
millions of dollars. 

The revenue has turned out, also to be nearly the 
same, as then calculated, making in the actual re- 
sult—thongh affected by fluctuations in imports 
almost unexampled—little or no variation from the 
estimates in 1839, beyond what has been the ave- 
rage annually, for the last quarter of a century. 

The available balance of money in the treasury, 
at the commencement of 1841, including, as was 
before computed, what stood to the treasurer cred it 
with collectors, receivers and the mint, subject to 
draft, has proved to be about as much as was anti- 
cipated in December last. 





*Returns from nine counties wanting, seven of which 
contained in 1830, 55,881. 

tReturns from five counties not included. Four of 
the five counties contain, according tou the marshal’s 
returns, 95,701. 

tReturns from Carter county wanting. The amount 
of population in seven counties cf Georgia in 1830, and 


| that of four counties of Alabama, mentioned in this 


note, are included in the sum total. _ ’ 
The number of officers and functionaries of the fe- 
deral government, (postmasters, clerks, &c. at Wash- 


ington, and sundry agents not included), is as follows: 
Officers of the army, 1,366 
Do. of the navy, 2.590 
Civil functionaries, 2.590 
Do. fixedly employed in the several states, 2,292 
Total, 7,430 

Do. employed statedly at Washington, 619 
Natives of foreign countries, 353 


There are 1,421 officers of the federal government in 
this state, beside 38 employed at Washington. 

The federal population of the United States will pro- 
bably exceed 16,000,000; so that if the ratio of represen- 
tation in the next congress is fixed at 60,000 there will 
he over 260 members in the next house! We hope it 
will be put to 80,000 at least. 


The only material difference, and which has been 
since explained to the proper committee, was caus- 
ed by some new charges imposed by congress, 
through new appropriations, which would other- 
wise have fallen on 1841, and .some failures by the 
indebted banks to pay so much in 1840 as was ex- 
pected, 

The power remaining on the Ist of January t 
issue treasury notes, constituted another of the 
fiscal means of the present year, and it has been 
ascertained to exist in an amount somewhat greater 
than had been estimated. 

Hence the present year commenced with re- 
sources on hand quite equal to the anticipations pre- 
viously formed. The differences before named 
were, fortunately, of a character not to change the 
fiscal condition of 1841—as in proportion to their 
respective amounts the receipts in that year will 
provably be larger, and the expenses smaller. 

But notwithstanding this, it was deemed very im- 
portant, as detailed fully in the annual report, to 
obtain at an early day the aid of some subsidiary 
means, with a view to guard against fluctuations 
and contingencies generally, as well as to equalise 
the receipts and expenditures during 1841, the lat- 
ter being likely to fall very heavily on the first 
quarter of it. 

Accordingly, as had been done on some similar 
occasions since the public debt was discharged, and 
the current revenue diminished, these means were 
requested by the department the first moment prac- 
ticable after the session began, being the annual 
report itself. The additional communications, in 
this and other years, urging a compliance with such 
requests, were made only to develop new facts 
and reasons which had in the mean time occupied, 
favorable to the previous recommendations. 

Although the aid was not in this instance furnish- 
ed as early as desired, yet the department has suc- 
ceeded in commanding its funds so effectually as 
with the existing resources on the first of January, 
and the curient receipts afterwards, to meet all the 
authorised claims that were due and presented dur- 
ing the severe pressure experienced in that month. 

Since the desired aid was furnished by the pas- 
sage of the new act concerning treasury notes, in 
February; no necessity has arisen to issue any of 
them, solely with a view to defray claims already 
payable. But in consequence of the public con- 
venience being much promoted by advances of 
money for pensions before they would fall due, on 
the 4th of March, those advances have been made, 
and an amount of notes under the new act has con- 
sequently been issued equal to about $500,000. 
This is not so great by $150,000, as the sum which 
has already been forwarded on account of those ad- 
vances. No greater amount for any purpose, and 
probably not so great as that difference, is likely to 
be called for before the 4th instant. Hence it ap- 
pears that other available means in the treasury 
have, as yet, proved more than enough, in the ag- 
gregate, for the discharge of all engagements of 
every kind sanctioned by congress, whether old or 
new, in arrear, or otherwise, which were due, and 
have been presented for payment. 

It may be proper to state further, that the re- 
ceipts since the year commenced, have fully sus- 
tained the computation for the whole of the first 
quarter made by the department, in January last. 
The aceruing revenue from duties payable three 
and six months hence, has been much larger in 
January than would be required monthly to make 
all the receipts from that suurce in 1841 equal the 
amount estimated in the annual report. 

The revenue received in February, not yet fuliy 
ascertained, has probably been nearly the sameas 
in the preceding mnonth, but the accruing duties are 
believed to have been considerably less. It is 
computed, however, that these duties, taken both 
inonths together, have been quite as large as would 
be their proportion in order to make the receipts 
for the whole year, from this source, equal to the 
annual estimate. Nor have the expenditures since 
the year began varied materially from the amount 
expected. It is gratifying to be able to add, that, 
after all the payments above described, the balance 
of available money now in the treasury is more 
than a million of dollars, including what stands 
subject to draft, and to the credit of the treasurer in 
the mints, and with collectors and receivers. De- 
ducting trust funds of every kind, which have sel- 
dom been so smallin amount, and none of which 
that should be invested remain uninvested, the ba- 
lance will still exceed three-fourths of a million. 

During the last three months also, az well as in 
all the former exigencies, since your administration 
commenced, that balanee has never been less than 
from halfa million to a million of dollars, however 
much the treasury may, at times, have been exposed 





to embarrassment at particular points, in the various 
crisis to whieh its affairs have been exposed, in the 
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performance of such large, distant, uncertain and 
sometimes. unexpected operations. But any good 
fortune in preserving high and scrupulously the pe- 
cuniary credit of the general government, under 
such perils, should not be suffered to impair the 
force of the recommendations that have from time 
to time been submitted to congress for a provision 
of additional means, to guard well against sudden 
deficiencies in receipts and large fluctuations and 
inequalities between them and the expenditures in 
different parts of the year. 

The first recommendation for some such precau- 
tionary measure was' presented as long ago as 1835, 
immediately after the discharge of the national debt, 
and the termination of the necessity for keeping a 
large balance on hand to aid in defraying it. 

he attention of congress has since been annual- 
ly invited to the subject with earnestness and in 
several different forms. In respect to our present 
financial condition, juceing from that part of the 
year already expired, and from the existing means 
on hand, there appears to be no danger of embarass- 
ment, uiless it is hereafter caused by the circum- 
stances pointed out in the last annual report. 

Should congress before the expiration of the pre- 
sent session, or before the year closes, burthen the 
treasury with a much greater amount of appropria- 
tions than were called for in December last, the 
expected means of defraying them, as then explain- 
ed may prove proportionably inadequate. So a cor- 
tinued suspension of specie payments, by most of 
the banks west and southwest of New York, would 
lessen the receipts of the treasury,as was then, also, 
stated. The sudden suspension again of several of 
those banks, in February, after resuming for a short 
time, has already exercised some malign influence 
on the reviving business of the country; and this 
circumstance was immediately submitted to the 
consideration of the appropriate committee. 

But though it may continue to operate unfavora- 
bly on mercantile credit, there is nevertheless no 
good reason to doubt that, if the appropriations are 
not increased beyond what was called for in the 
annual estimates, the means now on hand, with the 
current receipts and the existing power to issue five 
millions of treasury notes after the third of March, 
will prove amply sufficient to meet all ordinary en- 
gagements. If they do not also enable the depart- 
ment to extinguish the whole of the temporary in- 
debtedness caused by the issue of these notes, it will 
be owing to the recent and unexpected suspension 
again of many of the banks, so sensibly injuring the 
prospect for increased business which existed to a 
very flattering extent early in December. 

But congress having not yet passed appropriations 
exceeding in the aggregate, the whole estimates, no 
serious danger seems to exist, unless some future 
action of that body, during the residue of the year, 
should augment the expenditures. 

Nothing of course, is easier than the adoption of 
measures which must increase the expenses of 1841, 
so as to exceed its authorised fiscal ineans, and thus 
not only to cause embarrassment, but impair the 
depen credit of the general government, and 
eave no alternative except greatly increased taxa- 
tion of some kind, or a permanent national debt. 

But it is a matter of congratulation -that these 
financial evils have hitherto been avoided, though 
severe commercial convulsions, protracted Indian 
hostilities, and a periodical reduction of the revenue 
from customs, have at times pressed heavily on our 
operations. Without doubt they can be longer 
avoided by a continued reduction in the public en- 
gagements, through perseverance in economical re- 
trenchment, and the careful shunning of causes for 
new or increased expense. Indeed, it inust be a 
source of sincere satisfaction to the president per- 
sonally as well as to the community at large, to see 
his administration close without foreign war, do- 
mestic insurrection, or any other calamity, requir- 
ing heavy burdens of any kind to be imposed on 
the people by the general governiment—without the 
creation of any permanent public debt whatever, or 
even of a temporary one, that might not be discharg- 
ed within the year, if proving as prosperous as many 
have anticipated, without any inerease of taxes, 
but, on the contrary, many old ones reduced—with- 
out any claims due and authorised by congress and 
the accounting officers which have not, as a general 
rule been paid with specie or its equivalent, ard 
with promptitude, however much the department 
has been incummoded by revulsion in commerce 
and bank suspensions, and, in fine, without a trea- 
sury either empty or bankrupt, but its obligations 
in high credit, and the means in its control, proba- 
bly enough to discharge in the usual manner and 
extent throughout the year, every expenditure that 
has yet been sanctioned by congress, or requested 
by yourself or this department. Respectfully, 

iia LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secrelary of the treasury. 











WAR DEPARTMENT. 
tendering his resignation. 
1841. 

Sir: In tendering to you my resignation of the 
office of secretary of war, 1 think it my duty to set 
forti briefly the condition of the department which 
I have conducted for the last four years. 

More than forty thousand Indians have been re- 
moved peacefully, and are happily settled beyond 
the frontier of the western states. Tranquillity has 
been preserved and rain3 throughout the whole of 
that border, and there exists no causes which are 
likely to lead to its disturbance. The Indians are 
generally contented, and are gradually advancing in 
the peaceful arts of life. 

The only exception to universal peace is the con- 
dition of the Indians in Florida. There, too, I am 
happy to have it in my power to say that hostilities 
are being rapidly brought to a close by the success- 
ful interference of the Seminole chiefs, who have 
been brought there from the west. Contented with 
their lot in their new residence beyond the Missis- 
sippi, they are anxious to persuade their brethren 
to abandon a hopeless contest, and join their kins- 
men in the west. My last advices seem to regard 
these peaceful efforts as likely to prove altogether 
succesful, and the war may be considered virtually 
at an end. 

The necessary employ ment of the militia of Flo- 
rida during the late recess of congress, will give rise 
to arrearages amounting to about $661,816, but, ac- 
cording to the experience of the department in set- 
tling claims of thischaracter, not more than one-half 
of this sum will probably be found valid, which will 
have to be discharged from the appropriations that 
have been asked for the purpose. Besides this 
amount, there is due the Cherokees about a million 
and a half, and the balances of former appropriations 
for Indian affairs, which still remain in the treasury, 
and amount te about a million more. How much 
of this may be required to discharge arrearages is 
not now known; though it is not supposed that the 
whole will be necessary for that purpose. It was 
never contemplated by the department to invest the 
amounts for the interest of which the faith of the 
United States is pledged by treaty. It is deemed 
safer to keep these sums in the treasury forever, 
and appropriate annually the amount of interest due 
thereon, to the several tribes. ‘They are not, there- 
fore, considered as a part of the arrearages. 

The amount due for pensions inthe present month 
and until September next, have all been sent to the 
several pension agents, so that nothing is due on that 
account. 

Immediately on the passage of the act authorising 
the issue of treasury notes, I directed that all the 
outstanding claims against the department which 
were reacy for settlement, and for which appropri- 
ations had been made, should immediately be liqui- 
dated. All those for work done on the fortifica- 
tions and at the arsenals and armories, have accord- 
ingly been provided for, except only about sixty 
thonsad dollars, the payment of which has been de- 
layed only because the accounts have not been pre- 
sented. 

For other various objects entrusted to the depart- 
ment, the unpaid claims are estimated to amount to 
not more than $200,000, which have not been paid 
for a similar reason. 

According to the reports of the different disburs- 
ing bureaus of the departments, the unliquidated in 
their respective branches of the service, at claims 
this time, are probably not so great, certainly not 
greater than they were four years ago; so that the 
amount of payments made since I too charge of the 
department, fully equals all its liabilities created 
within that period. 

The army is iv a high state of discipline, and is 
composed of 10,069 men, part in Florida, and the 
residue stationed along our extensive frontiers.— 
Notwithstanding the many causes which have exist- 
ed during the last four years, tending to increase the 
expenditures of the army, growing out of its increase 
in 1838, of its operation in Florida, and its employ- 
ment in the removals of Indians,and along our north- 
ern frontier by the enforcement of asystem of rigid 
economy and accountability, the relative expendi- 
tures have been considerably diminishec. Ina re- 
port recently made by this department to the house 
of representatives, it is shown by an average made 


Report of Mr. Poinseti on 
ar department March 2, 


of the whole expenses of the army during each of 


the four years, that the expense of each individual 


has been gradually reduced, with the exception of 


the year 1838, when an increase took place that was 
necessarily incident to the raising, organizing and 
equipping the additional force. The expense for 
each person in the army in 1837, was $400 15, and 
in 1840, $375 96; showing a reduction of $24 19, 
or more than six per cent. 

The ordnance department has been rendered very 


efficient, and regulations adopted for its government, 








and for the better ordering of all matter ¢o 
with the foundries engaged in manufactur; 
non for government. Since the return from 
of the board of ordnance officers, 
the several calibres, authorised to be used in o 

service, have been submitted to the department of 
war, and have received my approval, and order 
have been given to furnish the artillery regiment, 
with their proper arms. ' 

The engineers office has been conducted in a may, 
ner to command my entire satisfaction. The {o,,, 
have been, and continue to be as rapidly completes 
and repaired as the amounts appropriated for that 
purpose will permit. The institution of a corps of 
sappers and miners will tend to keep them in gooq 
condition hereafter. 

The corps of topographical engineers is organize, 
and employed so as to produce the most useful ang 
beneficial results to the country. ‘Che manner jy 
which its duties have been, and continue to be, pe. 
formed, has been highly satisfactory to the depart. 
ment, 

The improvements introduced into the medical 
staff, render it equal to that of any service in the 
world. : 

The quartermaster general’s department hag (js. 
charged its duties in a manner to secure the most 
economical disbursement of the publie funds coi). 
mited to its charge. 

Through the agents of the commissary general 0; 
substance, the ariny is abundantly supplied, at digi. 
nished cost, with rations of the best description, 

The duties of the commissary general of purchases 
are likewise performed ina satisfactory manner, and 
the army is regularly furnished with substantia 
clothing of our domestic manufacture. 

The army is regularly paid at stated intervals, jp 
legal currency, and the extensive duties of this 
branch of the service have been performed durinz 
the last four years without any loss to government. 
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The long contested claims arising out of Indian | 








reservations under the Creek treaty, are very near- | 


ly brought to a close. 


More than three thousand | 


have been decided by this department since 1838, | 
and those arising under the contract made by go- 


vernment with Watsonobo have been decided by 
the special commissioner appointed for that pur- 
pose; and await only the final action of the depart- 
ment, 

Having in many cases found that either the title 
to the lands on which forts and fortifications are si- 
tuated were incomplete, or the proper evidences of 
them did not exist in the department, measures 
were promptly taken to remedy this deficiency, 
This desirable and important object has been ac- 
complished, and the titles are all now believed to 
be perfect, except that of Pea Patch Island in the 
river Delaware the right to which the departinent 
not yet sueceeded in setting, notwithstanding every 
effort has been made for that purpose. 

The expenses of the departinent have been gra- 
dually reduced, notwithstanding the cost of conduet- 
ing hostilities in Florida. In 1837 and 1888 the 
gross amount of expenditures was between eigh- 
teen and twenty millions, owing chiefly to the pvo- 
fuse appropriations of those anc the preceding years; 
in 1839 they were reduced to less than filteen 
millions, and 1840 to less than ten millions; beinga 
reduction of more than eight millions in the annua! 
expenditure, without injury to the service. Very 
respectfully, your most ob’t serv’t, 

J. R POINTSETT. 

To the president of the United States. 





THE ARMY. 

Trouble at Fort Snelling. The Galena Gazette 
gays: ‘There have been rumors in town for seve- 
ral days past of difficulty between the Sioux and 
the United States troops at Fort Snelling. The 
following comes from a gentleman from Prairie du 
Chien, and is most likely nearly correct. 








He says, | 


an Indian attempting to get into the garrison a | 


night was shot by a soldier. The Indians, upo! 
this, demanded the surrender of the sentinel fo 
punishment. Upon the demand being refused, they 
surrounded the fort, and exhibited such indications 
of hostility as to induce the commandant to senc af 


express to Fort Crawford (Prairie du Chien) ft | 





Selena hae aaa 





reinforcements, which went up on the Chippew4 | 


We apprehend no serious difficulty from this source 

There are several boats above, and we expect 0 
bear later news in a day or two.” 

We understand that boats from the Upper Mis: 

sissippi, since the date of the above, bring no news 

which would induce the belief that any further diff- 

culties had occurred. 

[ St. Louis Repub. April 28. 

THE NAVY. 

Commodore Beverly Kennon has been ordered 

the command of the navy yard, Washington, D.“ 
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} to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of com. 


"hos. H. Stevens. ; ; 
oe American squadron was signalized at Gib- 


 yaltar on the 8th ult. bealing down with the wind 


Ww. supposed for Cadiz. The wind had blown from 


the same quarter for some time, and many vessels 


_ were wind bound in the bay. 


The U. S. frigate Constilution, com. Claxton, 


was at Talcabuana previous to the 15th of Febru- 
ary, to sail for the United States in July. 


The sloop of war St. Louis, capt. Forrest, sailed 


from Valparaiso on the 15th of January for the Is- 


ds. 
-_ U. S. schr. Shark, lieut. comdt. Bigelow, 


- was at Coquimbo the 29th of January. 


The ship of the line Ohio, com. Hull, was at 


- Mahon in the early part of March, all well on board. 
_ The sloop of war Preble had not then arrived. The 
_ Ohio, it was expected, would sail for the United 


. States in June or July, by which time it was sup- 


osed the Delaware, under com. Morris, would be 


- there to relieve her. 


The United States frigate Brandywine arrived at 
New York on the 10th instant, from the straits of 
Gibraltar. Her return was cansed, it is stated in 


the Courier by the threatening aspect of our affairs 


the Ohio, on the 24th. 
of the squadron, on the succeeding day, at twelve 


with Great Britain, intelligence having been re- 
ceived at Port Mahon which led toa council be- 
tween commodore Hull and his captains, on board 
This resulted in the sailing 


’ hours’ notice, for home, 


The Courier adds these particulars: 
The Brandywine parted company from the Ohio 
in thick and boisterous weather, off the Mediterra- 


- nean cost of Spain, on the Sth of April; and having 
_ aseertained, by looking into the bay of Gibraltar, 


that no naval reinforcement, as was reported, had 
asseinbled there, passed into the Atlantic on the 9th 
following. 

Further intelligence was sought in the direct route 


- between Europe and America, but no information 


so recent as that already gained being met with, the 


_ frigate hastened home, as the best point of learning 


the existing relations of the two countries, aud the 
wishes of the government in the case. 

[t is probable the Ohio and the Preble may have 
received inore accurate information by calling off 
Lisbon, and returned in consequence to the Medi- 
terranean station. 

The chaplain, the rev. W. Stewart, was landed at 
Montreal, and proceeds to-day with despatches to 
Washington. 


Officers of the U.S. ship Brandywine. Captain, 


_W. C. Bolton; lieutenants, Mercer, Adams, Vail, 
Thacher, Roroan, Warburg, Bradford; lieutenant of 
- marines, A. Garland; surgeon, J. M. Foltz; chaplain, 
rev. C. J. Stewart; acting master, G. W. Chapman; 
_ assistant surgeons, J. M. Smith and W. B. Sinclair; 


acting prof. of mathematics, W. Floyd; passed mid- 


shipmen, Adams, Cadwalder, Read and Stembal; 


_H.B. Leslee; sailmaker, W. Bennet. 
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) Length between the perpendiculars, 


Measurement by the rule that the ton- 


inidshipmen, Abbott, Baldwin, Corbin, Dallas, Da- 
ralde, Fairfax, Mason, Rogers, Van Hook, Wells 
and Westcott; captain’s clerk, C. S. Stewart; boat- 
swain, C. Matthews; gunner, L. Parker; carpenter, 

Purser Coo- 
per, and surgeon Greene, remained at Port Mahon. 


The steam frigate Mississippi. At about half past 
one o’clock, on Wednesday, the 5th inst. the steam 
frigate Mississippi was launched in the presence of 
not less than thirty thousand people. It was a beau- 
tiful sight. She glided into the water with fhe 
lightness of a feather and the grace of aswan. A 
more perfect model of naval architecture was pro- 
bably never seen. The Ledger remarks: 

lhe keel of the Mississippi was laid in August, 
1839, siuce which time a daily average of about 100 
men have been engaged upon her, a period of twen- 
ty-one months. She measures twelve feet more in 
length than the great ship Pennsylvania, launched 
from the same building; and though she has a few 
feet less of beam, her wheel house gives her the ap- 


pearance of much greater width. Her dimensions 
are as follows: 


Feet. Inches. 
206 9 
220 


Length of Keel, 


Extreme length from the cutwater to 
the taffrail, 


Vidth of beam moulded or width at the 
timbers, 39 
The same outside of planking, 40 


\ 
Extreme breath outside the paddle boxes66 6 
Depth of hold, 22 «6 


Measurement of tons (per carpenter’s 
, measurement) as a double-decker, 1,788 tons. 
fasurement as a single-decker, 1,945 tons. 
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hage of the steamship President is es- 
tinated by 2,280 tons. 


~~ 
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She has two magazines, one forward and one aft, | 
lined all round with copper, fitted with wooden 
tanks lined with lead and thus made wholly imper- 
vious to water. In case the vessel should spring a 
leak, or by taking fire should render it necessary to 
overflow her with water, the powder would be kept 
dry and fit for instant use. Thisis a great improve- 
ment over the old practice of carrying it in barrels. 

She has thirty water tanks, twelve at the engine 
and eighteen forward. These tanks are of wrought 
iron, securely riveted, water tight, and enclosed in 
wooden cases. They are of different size and shape 
and when stowed form a level surface. 

The frame of this frigate is of live oak, from 
Florida. The frame is admirably secured by iron 
trusses running from the gun deck to the se- 
cond futtock head, bolted through the frames.— 
These are five feet apart, four inches wide, and three 
quarters of an inch thick. Between the birth deck 
clamps and the bilge streaks at second futtock and 
first futtock heads, there are trusses of timber six 
inches square, running at right angles with the bra- 
ces. The main kelson is of live oak, two feet deep; | 
there are four wing kelsons of white oak, on which | 
the bed plates for the engines rest. These bed 
plates are secured by about forty iron bolts, from 2 
to 4 inches in diameter, running through the tim- 
bers, the heads covered by the bottom planks. 

The engines are secured together by massive cast 
iron framing, in the Gothic style, combining in an 
eminent degree strength and compactness. 

The paddle wheel, shafts, cranks, connecting 
rolls, crossheads, &c. are immense masses of wroughl 
iron, which were forged at the West Point foundry, 
at Cold Spring. In addition to their being beauti- 
ful specimens of heavy forging, they are palpable 
evidences that heavy smith work of this description 
can be executed in this country. 

The boilers are of copper, each being 13 feet 
wide, 14 feet long, 12 feet 3 inches high, with dou- 
ble-return flues, so that the flame traverses the 
length of the boiler three times before it reaches 
the chimney. They are strongly braced at inter- 
valsof eight inches, and are to be proved toa pres- 
sure of thirty pounds to each square inch of sur- 
face. Each will weigh about 50,000 Ibs. The 
cylinders are 6 feet 3 inches in diameter—7 feet 
stroke. The castings weighed in the rough about 
16,000 Ibs. and in their finished state about 12,000 
each. 

The lever beams are of cast iron—two for each 
engine—weighing 12,000, lbs each. 

This vessel is intended to carry between 700 and 
800 tons of coal, which will suffice for about 25 days 
steaming. 

All the work, with the exception of the very 
heavy forging and the brass castings, has been exe- 
cuted at the Southwark foundry, and ina man- 
ner that challenges comparison. The whole of 
the machinery reflects the highest credit upon 
those enterprising machinists, Messrs. Merrick and 
Town, 

Her arnament is intended to be ona scale com- 
mensurate with her magnificent hull aud machine- 
ry. She is pierced with twenty-six ports in ail, 
but it is intended that she shall carry but eighteen 
guns in all—six aft the wheel house and three for- 
ward only, on each side. She will carry two ten 
inch Paixhan guns forward, which are to traverse 
the greater part of a circle on a swivel; these two 
guns will be able to carry shot of one hundred 
pounds weight. ‘The other sixteen guns will be of 
eight inch bore, and will carry sixty-four pound 
balls. The intention now is to bore out double for- 
tified forty-two pounders for this purpose. This, 
however, may ultimately be abandoned, and eight 
inch ordnance, cast for this especial purpose, be 
adopted in their stead. 

On her upper or main deck all her guns are in- 
tended to be placed. A large space is left in the 
centre of the berth deck for the engines and ma- 
chinery, There are two coal bunkers, each about 
eighty feet in length, and are situated on the lar- 
board and starboard sides of the engines. Her com- 
plement of nen will be about two hundred, the berths 
for whom will occupy all the space on the berth 
deck, from the bow up to 30 feet aft of the foremast. 
Then come the bulkheads of the engine-room and 
the coal bunkers. These bulkheads run aft, flush 
with the mainmast, all aft of which is preserved for 
the senior and junior officers. Below the berth deck, 
and from it to the keel, the frigate is divided into 
five compartments by four water-tight iron buik- 
heads, which run athwart ships, and which would 
prevent her from sinking or filling, if by accident 
or battle she should spring aleak. The bulkwarks 
are cut away at the bow to allow the ten inch 
guns to traverse and play, and there are pieces 
hung by hinges as port-shutters, which fit in these 
apertures, to give it the appearance of being built 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
EXPENSES, EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE AND JU- 
DICIARY OF THE SEVERAL STATES. We find in 
the Tuscaloosa. Monitor, a very interesting table, 
prepared no doubt with much labor and industry by 
the editor, showing the annual cost to the people of 
each state, of their several departments of govern- 
ment, viz: executive, legislative and judicial. The 
editor observes, ‘‘to exhibit at one view the entire 
sum expended for all purposes, was more than we 
had materials to do; it varying with contingencies 
for which no uniform estimates could be made, and 
depending solely on the annual appropriations of 
the legislature.”” The table therefore shows only 
the actual cost, annually, of the three departments 
of the government. 


Total. 





up solid. 





States. Exetive. Legis. Jud’ry. 

Maine 5,700 20,000 11,800 37,500 
N. Hampshire 5,000 20,183 10,959 36,142 
Vermont 1,800 15,000 7,325 24,125 
Masssachusetts 14,800 65,280 51,285 131,365 
Rhode Island 1,800 8,100 1,750 11,650 
Connecticut 4,734 11,840 5,650 22,224 
New York 13,300 29,880 52,400 95,580 
New Jersey 3,050 22,000 7,380 22,430 
Pennsylvania 11,600 33,600 45,546 90,746 
Delaware 2,733 14,580 5,850 23,163 
Maryland 10,950 15,840 238,300 50,090 
Virginia 15,253 41,280 45,550 102,083 
North Carolina 5,300 49,620 24,330 79,250 
South Carolina 9,100 43,520 33,000 85,620 
Georgia 15,000 91,500 23,225 129,725 
Alabama 7,000 45,000 33,975 85,975 
Mississippi 10,000 30,800 34,750 75,550 
Louisiana 16,000 31,280 60,000 107,280 
Tennessee 6,250 25,450 33,910 65,610 
Kentucky 9,500 25,920 39,150 74,570 
Ohio 5,750 20,520 34,350 57,620 
Indiana 2,900 28,080 13,850 44,830 
Illinois. 4,200 10,800 14,850 29,850 
Missouri 7,250 25,200 17,750 50,200 
Arkansas 5,200 18,480 10,150 33,830 
Michigan 4,300 13,500 7,100 24,900 

198,470 747,253 646,185 1,591,908 


WHEAT CROP OF THE WEST. We have seen 
some of the aggregate returns made by the marshals, 
under the census act, of the productions of particu- 
lar states. These afford an opportunity of eompar- 
ing the results of industry and fertility of soil, in the 
different regions of the United States. 

Wheat is unquestionably the most important sta- 
ple productions of the earth, because it is most ne- 
cessary to the support of man. , 

It seems by the statistical returns, that Ohio is 
the most productive wheat growing state. ‘The order 
of the wheat production is thus: 


Ohio, 16,000,000 bushels. 
Pennsylvania, 13,000,000 do. 
New York, 11,000,000 no. 
Virginia, 10,000,000 do. 


There is one fact to be noticed in the produc- 
tion of wheat, which we “ip none but close 
inquiriers are informed of. That is, that more than 
two-lhirds of the states raise comparatively no 
wheat, or at least much less than their consumption. 
The New England states, for example, raise scarcely 
any wheat. The southern raise but little. The pro- 
duction of the northwestern states stand thus: 





Ohio, 16,000,000 bushels. 
Indiana, 4 154,256 do. 
Illinois, 2,302,000 do. 
Michigan, 1,899,283 do. 
Western Virginia, 5,248,000 do. 
Western Pennsylvania, 5,000,600 do. 
Total 84,603,539 do. 


In Western Virginia is included the Valley, being 
the production of the whole country west of the 
Blue Ridge. 

South of the Ohio there is not a large portion of 
wheat raised, but how much we cannot now tell. 
Of all the north Western region, from the Blue 
Ridge to the Mississippi, Ohio raises about half the 
wheat raised. The flour made from this wheat is 
eaten in New England, as well as Old England, the 
West Indies and South America, 

The raising of wheat in Ohio has sprung up as 
naturally as the forest plants. No speculative stimn- 
lous has been given toit. The only aid it has re- 
ceived was the building of the canals, without which 
the wheat crop of Ohio could not have reached its 
present magnitude. 

The farmers of Ohio receive on an avarage one- 
third less for each bushel of wheat than the farmers 
of New York and Eastern Pennsylvaaia and Vir- 
ginia. it may be asked, then, how bave they been 
able to raise the most wheat? The answer is most 
evident. The fertility of the soil is (with the same 
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labor) more than one-third greater. The extreme 

natural richness of the western country, then, gives 

it great agricultural advantages over any part of the 

United States. [Cin. Chron. 

CONNECTICUT. 

A state military convention was to be held at 
Hartford on Thursday last. Its object was to take 
into consideration the present militia system, and 
to adopt efficient means to improve its condition. 

NEW YORK. 

Finances of the state. Report of the committee 
on finance, on various reports referred, of the state 
officers, in senate, March 23, 1841. 

Mr. Verplanck, from the committee on ‘finance, 
to whom were referred the annual report of the 
comptroller, that of the commissioners of the canal 
fund, and other reports and documents, report: 

That the committee have had the several reports 
and papers referred tothem under consideration and 
have concurred in various estimates and recommen- 
dations therein contained. Bills in conformity there- 
with, have been prepared, some of which have al- 
ready been introduced, and are now pending, and 
another is herewith submitted. The present bill 
being intended to aid in presenting hereafter the 
financial condition of the state to the legislature and 
the people, in a more clear and simple form than 
heretofore, the committee regard this as a proper 
occasion tc present their general views of our finan- 
cial state and policy, and to give in a condensed 
form the results of the estimates upon which the 
measures and appropriations recommended by this 
committee were founded. In the examination it is 
important first to state the real amount of the debts, 
and the public property of the state. 

Of the debt of $7,737 81 contracted before 1825, 
for the original construction of the Erie and Cham- 

lain canals, there remains, after extinguishing 
$5,683,963, a debt which, (with the exception of 
$36,000), cannot be redeemed before 1845, unless 
with the consent of the holders. This amounts to 
$2,054,808. 

The means for the redemption of the debt are al- 
ready provided. These consist of, 

Ist. The loan to the U. States deposite fund bearing 
an interest of six per cent. and invested in the se- 
veral counties in bond and mortgage $917,385 

The moneys received from time to time 
from these bonds are directed to be 
applied to the repayment of the loan 
after the extinguishment of a smaller 
similar debt to the general fund. 

2d. Loan to the city of Aibany at five 
per cent. which isina proaress of gra- 
dual reduction annually, so as to be 
extinguished in 1845 

$d. Deposites in banks drawing an inte- 
rest of five, and five and half per cent. 
payable at 60 and 90 days’ notice 

Ditto, without interest, subject to im- 


162,000 


944,510 
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appearing as debt in our accounts, which is either 
wholly nominal, and matter only of account, or is 
fully provided for by well invested funds, produc- 
ing an interest exceeding that annually paid. 

Throwing these debts out of the circulation, the 
present real debt of the state will be found as fol- 
lows: 

General fund debt. 





Astor stock at 5 per cent. $561,500 
Due to the bank safety fund 693,086 
$1,254,586 
Canal debt. 
For the Erie canal enlargement $6,500,000 
For the lateral canals finished, (as Oswa- 
zo, Cayuga and Seneca, Crooked 
ake, Chenango and Chemung ca- 
nals), and unfinished, (the Black Ri- 
ver and Genesee Valley canals) 7,151,784 
Total canal debt $13,651,784 


Of this amount, about ten millions have been ex- 
pended on works which are not yet finished, and 
consequently produce no revenue. 

There are besides some present contingent liabi- 
lities of the state, being loans of state credit to in- 
corporated companies for objects of internal im- 
provement. For the payment of principal and in- 
terest of these, the several companies are bound in 
the first instance, and the state is secured by the 
pledge of their whole property invested in the seve- 
ral works to a much larger amount than the respec- 
tive loatis. 


The loan of credit to the Delaware and 








Hudson canal $806,000 
Ditto to several rail road companies, 
(see comptroller’s report of Jan. 26, 
1841) 2,135,700 
Since issued 300,000 
$3,235,700 
Thus there appears to be, besides this 
amount of contingent and guarantied 
debt just stated, a total amount of 
other state debt of $14,905,370 


These debts, and whatever additional amounts 
may hereafter be added, were contracted doubtless 
upon the general credit of the productive aggregate 
wealth of the state; of which the official valuation 
of 1840 gave, of the real estate the value 





of $517,723,170 
And of the personal property 121,449,830 
Making a total amount of $639 ,173,000 


As this valuation does not include any of the pub- 
lic property, or that belonging to towns, cities, &c. 
nor the property invested in colleges, academies, 
schools, churches, &c. and as the valuation of the 
real estate, made for the purpose of local taxation, 
is well Known to be placed, almost every where, 

















wnediate draft 46,069 | 
Making an aggregate of productive 

funds applicable only to the payment 

of the above debt, of $2,079,944 | 


There is also another debt purely nominal, which 
has sometimes led to misstatement. 
ist. The general fund appears a debtor for loans 

from the canal fund without interest, according 

to the act of 1836, to the arnount of $1,637,603 
This is the aggregate amount of the se- 

veral sums applied out of the excess 

of the canal revenue to the general 

expenses of former years, when the 

other revenues fell short; under the act 

authorising such deficiency to be sup- 

plied by a loan not exceeding 400,000 

dollars in any year from the surplus 

canal revenue. This being a mere 

matter of account between two funds, 

both belonging to the state, is no real 

debt. 
2d. Loan from the canal fund, made in 

1837, for the nse of the U.S. deposite 

fund to complete the full amount of 

investment of mortgages in the seve- 

ral counties, and which has since been 

in gradual progress of reduction. It 


is now 917,385 





This-loan being invested in bond and 
mortgage, is perfectly secure, and is 
not a debt of the state, but simply so 
much of the fund for the redemption 
of the old canal debt, invésted in bond 
and mortgage in the name of the com- 
missioners of the U. S. deposite fund. 








This amounts to $2,554,988 
Making, with the old canal debt of 2,079,964 
The aggregate of $4,634,952 


below its real and market value, and in very many 
counties, very far below that valve, there is certain- 
ly a property of not less than one thousand millions 
of dollars in this state which may be subjected to a 
state taxation, (from which it is now wholly ex- 
empt), in case of any partial deficiency of ordinary 
revenue. 

This consideration, however, is important mainly 
as to the stability of our credit abroad and at home, 
there being, as will be shown, no probable necessi- 
ty for resorting to such taxation. 

The property which the state holds in its own 
right, and not merely as a right of eminent domain 
over the property of its citizens, is that to which we 
must look immediately for annual revenue, and for 
the means of paying present and future debts. 

In estimating the public property of the state, that 
which is subject to general use is alone to be taken 
into account. The public buildings of the state, 
with its prisons, arsenals, asylum, &c. are therefore 
not taken into this estimate, any more than the well 
invested funds specially devoted to aid local taxa- 
tion and the collegiate and academic corporate 
funds, for the purposes of public instruction. 

These funds, however, in this general view of our 
financial condition, it is proper to state for the pur- 
pose of information. 

These consist of the original common 


school fund $2,033,808 
The lands belonging to the same, esti- 
mated at 196,241 


The U. S. deposite fund, applied under 
the act of 1838 to the purposes of edt- 
cation 

The literature fund, for similar purposes, 
has, besides its unprodactive lands, a 
fund of 


4,014,520 


268,778 





$6,513,347 


eve wm 2 Rae 


Throwing out of the calculation these funds oy 

cred to special purposes, justly cherished by ont 

whole people, the remaining productive state pro. 

perty will be found to consist: 

Ist. In the canals, the tolls of which produce, after 
paying the expense of superintendence, a clea, 
and increasing income of $1,250,000, equal, in 
their present state of partial completion, to a ca. 
pital of $25,000,000 

The rents derived from the salt springs, 
about $150,000 annually, equal to a 
capital of 


3,000,009 
ened 
$28,000,000 

This income, like the canal revenue, is progres. 
sive, though not regularly so, as more distant mar. 
kets are opened for the salt, or a greater demanq 
arises from our increase of population. 

The next important point of inquiry is the com. 
parison of the amount of annual expenditure, and of 
interest upon funded debt paid by the state, with 
its income. 


This comparison will be simplified by throwing 
aside from the estimate on both sides, the payments 
to the purposes of education from the specific funds 
above stated, as well as the income from them; and 
also the expenses for the pevilentiary establish. 
wnents, so far as the same are met by their specific 
income; and those of the marine hospital, and other 
establishments, defrayed {rom the seamen’s and pas- 
senger’s fund. 


These, and similar receipts and expenditures, 
would, if stated, merely swell and coinplicate the 
account without producing any difference in the re- 
snit. 

The legislative, judicial, executive and 
militia expenses paid by the state, 


amount annually to $300,000 
The Indian annuities and expenses, geo- 
logical survey and miscellaneous ex- 
penditures, may be estimated at 60,000 
Public buildings, new state-hall, asylum, 
&e. 100,000 
Annuities to institution for the deaf and 
dumb, blind, &c. 66,500 
Interest on state debt, other than that for 
internal impruvement 61,600 
$588, 100 


This estimate includes the sum of $125,000 for 
the erection of the new state-hall and the main 
building of the state asylum, and for the geological 
survey, all of which will be completed in 1841.— 
This amount may be hereafter applied to similar 
objects or unexpected demands of some other na- 
ture. 

The aggregate payments for the last year were 
swelled beyond this amount, by the expenditure of 
$145,941 for erection of buildings; of $42,000 for 
surveys for internal improvement, and also by the 
purchase of Indian lands to be re-sold; none of these 
forming the ordinary annual expenditure, 


The ordinary revenue arising from our salt renis, 





may be computed at present at $150,000 

| From auction duties 175,000 
| From fees of officers paid into the trea- 

sury, and some sinaller revenues 65,000 

$390,000 


The above estimate of revenue from the salt 
springs is made without any calculation of the pro- 
gressive character of this fund as a wider market |5 
opened for our salt; whilst the estimate of the auc- 
tion duties is placed below the actual receipts of 
many former years, which have sometimes excee¢- 
ed $250,000, and were last year reported at 325,000 
dollars. 

It is therefore believed that the state revenue, 
from these sources, will commonly hereafter a good 
deal exceed the amount stated, but it has been 
thought preferable to avoid the chance of any over 
estimate, and to place the amount at the receip!s of 
the present year, leaving any future increase to meet 
any unexpected increase of expenditure from 0! 
foreseen cayses. 

Thus the ordinary deficiency of the state revenue 
on this low estimate, exclusive of that derivé 
from our public works, to meet the probable annual 
expenditures, will be $197,000, or a sum not eX 
ceeding 200,000 and which may, with economy * 
to building and micellaneous expenses, be reduce’ 
to about $100,000, 

It may also possibly, in some years of more free 
expenditure, be increased to $300,000. h 

An annual appropriation of $200,000 from thé 
canal revenues will meet the average deficiency ° 
the other state funds. , 

The present gross amount of our canal ae 
may be safely estimated from the returns of the 4 
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-ear’s season of navigation, two months of which 

fall within the present fiscal year. 

The revenue from tolls was 

Income from water rents, &c. about 

The revenue of the lateral canals was 
about $75,000, or $68,040, exclusive 
of the Genesee valley, part of which 
was open fora short time at the end of 
the season. The revenue from that 
canal during the year may be estimat- 
ed at $20,000, and the whole income 


of the laterals at 


$1,775,747 
9,000 


90,000 





Making, in round numbers _ $1,875,000 
The expenses of repairs, superinten- 
dence, &c. including the usual allow- 
ance for those extra repairs which 
are rather new constructions and im- 
provements, but which have been fre- 


quently classed under this head, are 


about $550,000 
Interest on present enlargement 
debt 330,000 


Upon debt for the construction 


of the lateral canals, 357,000 











—— 1,237,000 

Leaving an excess of income of $638,000 
From which there is also to be deducted 
the payments necessary to meet the 

ordinary state expenditures 200,000 

Leaving the sum of $438,000 


tomeet the interest on any additional debt or other 
contingent charge, or else be applied directly to the 
cost of construction, 

The total cost of work still under contract, (the 
greater part being put ander contract during the 
year 1838), amounts to $6,310,454. Should the 
sum of $4,000,000 be appropriated this year to be 
applied to these contracts, the future progress of 
public works and their annaal expense will be here- 
alter under the control of the legislature, without 
any risk of disappointing the arrangements of con- 
tractors or exposing the state to heavy responsibi- 
lities for consequent damages. The expenditures 
on our public works, after the application of the 
present year’s appropriation, and about three mil- 
lions in addition, may be enlarged or reduced, as 
the revenue may justify or the wants of trade re- 
quire, whilst the future additions to our canal debt 
and the rate of progress of our public works may 
be graduated accordingly. 

What that future revenue and rate of progress 
may be, is of course a matter of estimate and pro- 
bability only. But such estimates need not rest 
upon mere conjecture. They may be drawn from 
the observed laws of population and trade, since the 
canal transportation cannot but continue to hold 


sotae regular proportion to the increase of popula- | 


tion and wealth in our own state, and in the vast 
regions beyond, which must find their best avenue 


tothe Atlantic through our artificial channels ot | y 


internal communication. Such estimates, though, 
like all human ealeulations upon probabilities, li- 
able to error and disappointment as to their parti- 
cular application at any given time, and in all 
events but approximations to the actual results, are 
yet in the main, and on the long run, safe guides 
for action when prudently used. 

The canal board, in their special report to the 
legislature of April 11, 1840, have shown from the 
comparisons of the returns of former years, that the 
canal tolls had increased with remarkable regulari- 
ty, af the rate of seven and a half percent. annually, 
for the period of ten years; that is, not seven and a 
haif per cent. in regular progression successively 
upon each last year, but 75 per cent. in the ten 
years, increasing regularly during the whole term. 
This term was selected as being one sufficiently 
long to embrace the ordinary fluctuations of trade, 
and yet not so long as to reach beyond the probable 
Operation of existing causes. 

I'he probability of this estimate is not only sup- 
ported by the former experience of the canals, and 
especially that of the last seasor of navigation, since 
the report and agreeing withits estimate, but is con- 
firmed by various considerations. from the general 
laws according to which population has bitherto 
augmented; andthe interchange and consumption 
ree prety and foreign products have been regu- 
ated, 

_ it may, therefore, be assumed as a safe and pro- 
bable basis of calculation of our future revenue, and 
consequent means of prosecuting the public works, 
either now in progress or in contemplation. Yet 
Notwithstanding its probable truth, prudence mast 
dictate that in this, as im all similar calculations, 
inere probability must not be regarded as certainty, 
but that the means of compensation for any unex- 
pected error should always be provided. Assuming, 


then, this estimate as the basis of calculation, it 
must be borne in mind, that should the actual re- 
sulis of revenue fall short of the estimates, that de- | 
ficiency must be balanced by a corresponding re- | 
duction in the amount annually applied to our pub- 


4 lic works, and a retarded rate of progress in their 


construction. The aggregate canal revenue during 
the ensuing six years,on this estimate, will be 
$13,595,165, giving an average income of 2,265,360 
dollars annually, and leaving at the end of the term 
an annual income of about $2,600,000. 
Out of this average income of 

must be deducted for the ordinary ex- 

penses of the canals, $500,000 
Extra expenses and contingen- 

cles 150,000 
Interest on present canal debt 687,000 
Payment in aid of general ex- 

penses 


$2,265,800 


200,000 
——-_ 1,537,000 





$728,800 

Leaving an average excess which would 
amount during the 6 years to 

Assuming moreover during these 6 years 
an additional debt after the four mil- 
lions of the present year, of twelve 
millions spread over the succeeding 
five years, the aggregate amount of 
interest thereon, calculating from the 
ordinary periods of making the loan 
in each successive year, would be 
about 

The actual amount would exceed or fall 
short of this sum, as the loans were 
larger or smaller in 1842-43, and more 
thrown upon later years. 


$4,372,800 


2,870,000 





This would leave an excess of $1,402,800 
lo be applied to the construction, which, with the 
moneys to be raised by loan, would amount to about 
seventeen millions and a half, and complete the se- 
veral works now in progress. Or in another point 
of view, this would allow an error of $233,850, in 
the estimate of the annual average canal income, 
without compelling a resort to other sources of in- 
come. Such a result would fall a good deal short 
of the calculation of seven per cent. average in- 
crease for periods of seven years, as stated in the 
report above referred to, which has hitherto proved 
below the actual aggregate receipts. In this case 
the completion of these works must be delayed for 
at least another year. 

Ali these proportions of annual expenditures and 
loans, must be judged of by future legislatures, who 
will be able to examine the questions without being 
under the compulsion of providing to meet heavy 
immediate contracts. Adverse circumstances, or 
the assumption of new works may make it necessa- 
ry, if we would avoid any recourse to direct taxa- 
tion, for the support of internal improvements, to 
‘spread our expenditures over a still longer term of 
ears. 

if again the requirements of trade manifested by 
increased transportation, and consequently increas- 
ed revenue should demand an earlier completion: 
or if the natural increase of that canal revenue, or 
the addition of new revenues from the now probable 
distribution of the income of the public lands, 
should justify new and expensive undertakings, the 
loans and expenditures above estimated, would be 
crowded into four or five years. 

In either case the whole amount of debt contract- 
ed would be invested in permanent and productive 
works of equal value in themselves, with the mo- 
neys invested in them, and adding far greater value 
to the commerce and industry of the state. The 
real redemption of the debt would commence when- 
ever the necessity of new loans ceased, by the ope- 
ration of the only really efficient sinking fund, an 
excess of income over expenditures. 

The views and estimates above furnished, lead 
the committee to the conclusion that there is no 
probable necessily uf being compelled to resort to 
direct taxation upon that large and increasing 





local purposes, and town or county charges. 


by comptroller Flagg, in each successive year, from 
1834 to 1839 inclusive. No one of the successive 
legislatures of those ten years, concurred in that 
opinion; and experience has thus far shown, that 
the esiimate entertained by the representaiives of 
the people, of the resources and prospects of the 
state, was correct. Whatever future necessity may 


useless burden upon industry, enterprise and capital. 














arise, such taxation hitherto would have been only a/ 


dence that the sums tobe raised would not, as in 
some other states and countries, be equal, or any 
where nearly so, to the whole amount of our ex- 
penditures and annual interest, but would be mere- 
ly the excess of such expenditures and interest, 
above the large canal and state revenues; so that 
such a deficiency need never be very large, or the 
taxation required to supply it very burdensome. 

A prudent managewent of those funds, and a 
careful adjustinent of our future appropriation te 
our revenue, would make any such deficiency high- 
ly improbable in any event. But if those funds 
should be augmented from the distribution of the 
income of the public lands, in any manner, such a 
deficiency could not occur in all human probability 
even in a larger extension of our public undertak- 
ings,and a more rapid rate of completion of the 
works now in progress. 

There is, moreover, still another ultimate re- 
source, which, should the calculations of increased 
revenue, thus founded upon uniform experience and 
high probability, be nevertheless disappointed by 
the result, or delayed for some years, may still prove 
a sufficient compensation for any such error. This 
is to be found in the enlarged Erie canal itself.— 
The great end to be effected by the enlargement, is 
the diminution of the cost of transportation, by 
which, as well as by the augmented facility of that 
transportation, the redundant agricultural abundance 
of the west, may be economically and rapidly ex- 
changed for the products of the industry or com- 
merce of the Atlantic coast. When this is effected 
by the enlargement, should the increase of trade 
and revenue not answer our present reasonable ex- 
pectation, the great economy obtained in the cost 
of mere transportation, would allow if necessary, 
some increase in the tariffof tolls. There are ma- 
ny considerations, private and public, which should 
be an obstacle to any such measure, unless it be- 
came very important to the credit and revenue of 
the state. Butin any such emergency it might be 
safely resorted to, in a moderate degree, and still 
leave avery great reduction in the aggregate charges 
of transportation, as compared with those on the 
present carnal. By means of the enlarged and itmn- 
proved canal, the average expense of transportation 
will be reduced about one-half. This is the calcu- 
lation of scientific engineers, founded on the law of 
traction in water, as ascertained by numerous and 
accurate experiments, and reduced to mathematical 
formulas and rules of calculation by Du Buat, and 
other high authorities in mechanical science. This 
theoretic estimate, (if an estimate founded upon 
such data can be called theoretical) is confirmed by 
the calculations and experience of practical men 
engaged in the business of internal transportation, 
as to size of boats, number of men and horses em- 
ployed, &c. The aggregate expense of transporta- 
tiun now, average abuut one-fourth more than the 
amount of tolls. Thus the tolls on flour from Buf- 
falo to Albany, are 35 38-100 cents the barrel, 
whilst the cost of transportation is stated to be about 
44 cents. 

This ratio varies in different degrees as to other 
articles in proportion to their cost of transportation 
from weight or bulk; but as flour forms one of the 
greatest and most valuable articles of our internal 
trade, it presents as good an average example as 
can be taken. 

Now the improvement of the canal navigation, it 
is calculated, will reduce that cost of transportation 
to 22 cents. It is then evident that if there be any 
strong necessity for an increase of revenue, that the 
business of the canal would not be injured by an 
addition of twenty per cent. on the present folls, 
when the seven cents thus added to the present ag- 
gregate charges on each barrel of flour, are more 
than compensated by twenty-two cents reduction in 
the cost of mere transportation, leaving a clear gain 
on the whole expense of transportation to tide wa- 
ter, of fifteen cents the barrel by reason of the en- 
largement. Such an increased tariff of tolls upon 
the revenue of the enlarged canals, allowing no 
great increase upon ifs present business, and esti- 
mated at from fifteen to twenty-five per cent. on the 


amount of private property now assessed only for) existing rates, would secure an income of half a 


million.a year, asum amply sufficient to meet any 


Such taxation was recornmended by some of the| probable deficiency in the state’s income, whilst 
state officers in former years, as by comptrolier | the burden it would impose upon the trade would 
Wright, in 1836, in 1831, in 1832 and in 1833; and | 


be light in comparison with the benefits it must re- 
ceive from the enlargement. 

The committee have deemed it proper to point 
out this resource, not as a measure recommended 
by them, nor in their judgment likely to be requir- 
ed. They rather look to such a state of business 
some years hence as would justify a farther reduc- 
tion of the tolls. But it isimportant to guard against 
every adverse contingency, and such a resource 
within the power of the state, though if may never 


Should, however, such a necessity arise hereaf-| be used, is caleulated to give great stability to our 
ter, we may still enteitain the most perfect confi-| credit and confidence in our public enterprises. 
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In the mean while it appears to the committee 
that the arrangement of our accounts advised by 
them last year, and this year recommended in the 
annual report of the comptroller, would be of great 
service in giving clearness and simplicity to our an- 
nual statements, and enabling future legislatures to 
understand more distinctly as well as more easily 
the true condition of our finances in every year. 

This is in effect, to apply to the books of the 
treasury, the principle upon which the several state- 
ments of our present revenue and expenditure pre- 
sented in this report have been made. It is, 

Ist. To make all the deficiencies of the lateral 
canal to meet the interest on their debt and cost of 
superintendence chargeable directly upon the sur- 
plus revenues of the Erie and Champlain canals af- 
ter the payment of their own expenses and interests 
for which they are specifically pledged. 

2d. To put an end to the form of borrowing from 
the canal revenues to aid the general fund, and in- 
stead thereof, to authorise the application of a sum 
not exceeding $200,000 annually, from the surplus 
canal income to the general purposes of the treasu- 
ry: and on the same ground, 

3d. To balance and close the account between 
the two funds for nominal advances, and to strike 
out of our books and annual reports the nominal 
debt thus made to appear as owing by the state to 
the fund of which the state is the sole proprietor. 

In assembly, April 24, 1841. 

Report of the committee of ways and means, on 
so much of the governor’s message as relates to the 
debt, revenues and expenditures of the state, &c. 

Mr. Holley, from the committee on ways and 
means, to which was referred so much of the go- 
vernor’s manage as relates to the debt, revenues and 
expenditures of the state; also, the annual message 
of the comptroller, and the engrossed bill froin the 
senate entitled ‘‘an act to provide funds for carrying 
on the public works now in progress,”’ report: 

That at an earlier period of the session the com- 
mittee had supposed that all the information neces- 
sary to enable the house to act upon the subjects so 
referred, was contained in the reports of the canal 
commissioners, the commissioners of the canal fund, 
and of the comptroller, and other reports and docu- 
ments before the legislature; but from some events 
which have since occurred, calculated to produce 
anxiety in regard to the financial condition of the 
state, the committee have concluded to submit some 
considerations to the house on those subjects, in the 
hope of promoting unanimity and confidence among 
our fellow citizens in relation to our great works of 

internal improvement, 

The expenses of the enlargement of the Erie ca- 
nal, according to the corrected estimate, will be 
$23,254,931. Of that amount there has been ex- 
pended the sum of $8,726,250. The estimated 
cost of the Genesee Valley canal is $4,688,050, of 
which the sum of $2,452,500 has been already 
paid. The estimated expense of the construction 
of the Black River canal is $2,287,374, and there 
has been paid on account of that canal $1,317,597. 
The amount of public credit pledged to the New 
York and Erie rail road company was $3,000,000, 
of which stock to the amount of $1,500,000 has 
already been issued. The aggregate sum required 
from the treasury, to carry into effect all these en- 
terprises, as ascertained from acts heretofore pass- 
ed and from the corrected estimate of the canal com- 
missioners, was $33,260,355. Of that amount the 
sum of $13,996,347 has been already expended, 
Jeaving to be raised for those works the further sum 
of $19,264,008. 

All these undertakings were commenced under a 

revious administration. Of the sums expenced 
in their prosecution, $10,646,347 were paid under 
laws passed during the same administration. The 
whole debt of the state is $14,905,370. Of this 
sum $3,250,000 were authorised by the last legis- 
Iature, and all the residue, with the exception of 
$50,000 borrowed for the improvement of the 
Onedia river, by legislatures within the period be- 
fore referred to. With the exception of about 
$160,000 the whole sum of $12,496,247, expended 
on the enlargement of the Erie canal, and in the 
construction of the Genesee Valley and Black 
River canals, has been expended in the perform- 
ance of contracts made by the predecessors of the 
present commissioners. There are now existing 
contracts requiring for their fulfilment, the pay- 
ment by the state previously to June 1, 1843, of 
the sum of $6,102,485. Of this amount only the 
sum of $439,850 is payable upon contracts made 
by the present canal commissioners. The sum of 
$3,774,121 will be required to comply with exist- 
ing contracts, which will expire prior to April 
15, 1842; the sum of $2,300,379, to fulfil further 
contracts expiring previously to April 15, 1843, 
and the sum of $27,985 on further contracts, which 
will expire before June 1, 1843. No new work 


an éstimated expense of $75,000, and the pur- 
chase of the Oneida lake canal and feeder for 
$50,000, has been undertaken during the present 
administration. When all the existing contracts 
shall have been performed, only about three-fifths 
of the construction of the public works undertaken 
under the previous administration will have been 
completed. | 

These references to a former period, are not made 
with a view to raise any questions concerning the 
expediency of all or any of the public works, but 
with a view to illustrate more clearly the policy 
which has been heretofore pursued, and that which 
seems to be indicated for the future. Since the dis- 
covery that mistakes and iniscalculations were made 
by our predecessors, to the amount of about fifteen 
millions in their estimates of the cost of the public 
works, and since our experience of the revolutions 
of commerce and the prostratiun of credit through- 
out the union, all agree that it would have been well 
if a more limited scale, or a more cautious progres- 
sion in the prosecution of public works had been 
adopted by our predecessors. Yet there are very few 
persons who affect to have at that time foreseen the 
present condition of the country. 

Such, however, has been stated, were the under- 
takings in which the state was engaged, and the rate 
of progress established, when its interests were 
committed to the bands of those by whom they are 
now conducted. It was soon discovered that new 
and extraordinary difficulties were to be encoun- 
tered, in the disastrous condition of commercial 
affairs, and that the estimates made of the sums to 
be provided, fell short almost one-half of the actual 
cost of the works which had been commenced. 
After a full consideration of these circumstances, 
and after a careful examination into the fiscal con- 
dition of the state, it was announced, that with re- 
trenchment and retardation the public works might 
yet be completed; and that although the awakened 
expectations of our fellow citizens in various parts 
of the state, in regard to these and projected improve- 
ments must necessarily be delayed, they need not be 
ultimately disappointed. 

Fully convinced of the ultimate ability of the state 
to prosecute its present system of improvements toa 
successful result in due time, and to answer the just 
expectations of all portions of the state, it is impor- 
tant, nevertheless, to notice such circumstances and 
events of recent occurrence as ought to be known and 
considered in determining the action of the present 
legislature 

The policy of borrowing money to carry on our 
public works, relying on their surplus revenues, 
when completed, to reimburse the principal and 


improvements, and we are indebted to that policy 
for all the benefits we are now reaping from the 
adoption of thatsystem. Until very recently, most 
of the funds requized have been obtained at a rate 
of interest not exceeding five per cent. By the 
daily quotations of the stock markets at home and 
abroad, it is certain that money cannot now be ob- 
tained wilhout an advance upon that rate; nor is it 
probable that the rate of interest will be reduced 
until the action of congress upon fiscal subjects at 
the special session, which has been called shall be 
known. 

Since the 25th of January last, the market value 
of five per cent. stocks of this state, redeemable at 
a period from fifteen to twenty years distant has 
ranged froin eighty-one to ninety-one percent. The 
latest quotation was at eighty-three. If money 
should be borrowed, the rate of interest upon a stock 
having the same period to run, would, according to 
this standard and in order to obtain par for the stock, 
be at from five per cent. and five-eights to five per 
cent. and three quarters. An addition of three quar- 
ters of one per cent. per annum to the interest 
upon a million of dollars, would amount in twenty 
years to one hundred and fifty thousand, and upon 
seventeen millions of dollars to two millions five 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars. The impor- 
tance of procuring long loans at low rates of inte- 
rest, is therefore evident since the ability of the 
state to carry on its system is diminished in propor- 
tion as the amounts paid for interest are increased. 
Although the rate of interest is not subject to our 
control, it may be affected by our action. It is cer- 
tainly not to be reduced by offering higher rates 
from time to time. Indeed the offerof a large 
amount of stocks at high rates would operate very 
injuriously. The borrower who is found soliciting 
large sums in a season of commercial panic, and 
offering usurious interest, is sure, speedily tu de- 
stroy his credit, however sound. Each new con- 
cession only tends to increase the next exaction. 
The principles which govern commerce are inexo- 
rable, and neither individuals nor states have any 





exemption from them. These views show the im- 


except the improvement of the Oneida river, at{ portance of a restricted use of the state ¢, 
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such emergencies. It may not be unprofit 
consider the nature of that credit, its present 
tion and prospects. 

There is seldom a surplus of domestic capita) ; 
our new and enterprising country. Nearly alj the 
money ever borrowed upon our state stocks a, 
obtained directly or indirectly from Europe, capital. 
ists loan money to states and nations, because such 
loans are regarded as the safest and most convenient 
form for large investments. The hazzards and qq 
lays of frequent investments are avoided, punctua)i, a 
in the payment of interest is expected, while by wey 
son of the convenience of the transfer of stocks, and 
the confidence generally reposed in the public fait; 
pledged for their redemption, it is always easy to 
realize the ammount invested. 

New York, in undertaking her system of inter. 
nal improvements, entered the markets of Europe 
in competition with sovereign states of both cop. 
tinents. Her security is equal to that which any 
other state or nation can offer. She has more 
wealth and resources and a greater surplus reve. 
nue in proportion to the debt she owes, than any 
nation in Europe, or any state on this continent. 
Although New York pays five per cent, interest 
and Great Britain three, and three and a half, yet, 
the assessed value of property in New York jg 
seven hundred millions of dollars, and her debt 
fifteen millions, while Great Britain, with a debt of 
nearly four thousand millions of dollars, has aggre. 
gate wealth of probably not more than ten ‘times that 
sum. 

The hazzards of war and civil commotion ente; 
into the calculations of the lender, and atiect the 
rate of interest. No country has more stable go. 
vernment or surer grounds to expect permanent 
peace than New York. None, in proportion to its 
extent, has greater resources, or more active ener. 
gy in developing them. None has a sinking fond 
so sure and unfailing as the constantly augmenting 
revenues of our canals. Other governments bor. 
row money to pay previous loans, to defray ordina- 
ry expenses of government or to carry on wars de. 
structive of the ability to reimburse the loans con- 
tracted. This state borrows only to increase and 
improve her sources of revenue. European states 
borrow without expecting to repay the principal, 
except by renewed loans. This state limits her 
debts by a rule which contemplates the reimburse. 
ment of the principal at the end of twenty years. 
The credit of governments, however, like that of 
individuals, has always a gradual and sometimes an 
unequal growth. The newness of our existence, the 
supposed instability of our institutions, the igno- 
rance of capitalists concerning us, and the prejudi- 
ces of Europeans against us, have caused the rate of 
interest on our stocks to be higher than that upon 
the debts of European governments. Nevertheless, 
an experience of twenty-five years has shown, that 
five per cent. is as high a rate as it has yet been ne- 
cessary to pay, in a tranquil and ordinary condition 
of commercial affairs. 

An allusion to the cause of the depression of our 
stocks will serve to convince us that that depression 
must be temporary. The interest upon all our 
stock has always been punctually paid. Every dol- 
lar of the principal of our debts that has fallen due 
has been promptly reitnbursed, and we are now re- 
deeming at par, stocks that have not yet reached ma- 
turity. Without any resort to any direct taxation 
we have an annual surplus revenue of half a million 
of dollars. It cannot be possible, therefore, that the 
depreciation of our stocks results from any unsound- 
ness in our fiscal condition, as the committee en- 
deavored to show in the former part of this report, 
that it could, in no degree, be owing to the policy 
now pursued. 

The supply of capital seeking investment 10 
American securities is, like every other supply 1” 
trade limited. The stocks of our sister states have 
been pressed into market with higher rates of inle- 
rest than New York has thought wise to offer.— 
These states, having perpetuity and sovereignty as 
well as our own, their stocks have been supposed as 
safe, for investments as ours, while the higher inle- 
rest seemed toinsare great profit. Missouri issues 
stock beating an interest of ten per cent. An in- 
vestment in her stocks yield, without compouniing 
interest, a return equal to one hundred per cent. on 
the whole sum loaned, inten years. An investment 
in our stocks yield, in the saine period, on the same 
principles of calculation, only fifty percent. | 

The stocks of all the states have been forced into 
market in unusual quantities, and at great sacrifice, 
during a long season of commercial embarrassment. 
Apprehensions are indulged,in regard to several of 
the states, that the interest on their debts cannot be 
paid without a resort to taxation, and some have al- 
ready partially resorted to this mode. The periect- 





ly popular structure of our state governments, has 
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remained to as furnishing grounds for supposing 
ae taxes will not be borue; and hence, tat the 
American states way not have the stern virtue to be 
ist, aud preserve their public faith. In consequence 
of these and other causes, the stocks of several of 
the states have been sinking tor the last two years. 
We have recently witnessed some of the effects of 
this depreciation, In the losses suitered on the stocks 
heretolore received as securities under the act au- 
thorising free banking. The evii has not been mli- 
tigated by the tone and temper manifested towards 
state credit by the former executive departweut of 
the uniou, and in the senate ol the United States; 
while the federal government has increased the em- 
barrassment of the times, by becoming itself a bor- 
rower to large amounts in the doimestic warket. The 
a prehensions of a collision with Great Britain, 
growing out of the unsetiled state of our relations 
with ber, have not been harmless to the credit of the 
state. Under these circumstances, the stocks of all 
the states have depreciated. Illinois 6 per cents 
are sold at 48; Indiana 5 percents at 53; Arkansas 6 
er cents at 70; Obio 6 per cents at 90; and Penn- 
sylvania 5 per cents at 8U. If, as it is not to be 
doubted, Ulinois 6 per cents shall ultimately be re- 
deemed, an investinent in them is as safe as In our 
own. One hundred thousend dollars thus invested 
will bring a return of two bundred thousand, with 
interest nutil redemption at 6 per cent. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that stocks su greatly depre- 
ciated, found a more ready sale than our own. 
Very impertect knowledge is had in European 
cities, of the comparative wealth, resources and fis- 
cal condition of the several states; and consequently 
no caretul discrimination is nade among the:o. Our 
credit, and that of the other rich and long establish- 
ed states, has heretofore aided the credit of those 
which were new and less prosperous, and now ours 
is sligh.ly affected by their embarrassments. Under 
these circuunstances, moderation and economy are 
urged upon us equally by public sentiment, by a Just 
regaid to the public interest, aud by a desire to ren- 
der our systew of unprovements complete and com- 
prebensive. While we should steadily persevere in 
the prosecution of the system, we are undoubtedly 
calied upon to limit the issue of our stocks as much 
as possible, during the present year. Our sister 
states will, it is confidently hoped, by generous el- 
forts, aided by a wise aud paternal policy on the 
part of the federal government, soon retrieve their 
credit. Their energies are only temporarily sus- 
pended, aud by no means paralysed. The indica- 
tions of a change of policy, are cheering and satis- 
factory. Butil this expectation, which every lover 
of our common country must indulge, should fail, a 


discrimination must then take place between our | 


glocks aud those of our sister states; and the effects 
as far as our credit is concerned, will be the same. 
Probably another year will disclose with certainty, 
one or the other of these resulis, and it will then be 
apparent, either that the rate of interest ou our state 
stocks will return to a former standard, or that, as 
sone suppose, there is a permanent advance in the 
rates upon all public securities, warranting an lu- 
crease in the rate upon our own. 

The committee apprehend little dissent from 
these views, so far as the undertaking of new works 
and the construction of uew portions of the canal 
is concerned. But the questions remains, what 
course shall be adopted in regard to the sui 
$6,102,485 required to fulfil existing contracts.— 
There are those who would advise a suspension of 
the public works. Before such a decision shall be 
made, all the probable consequences ought to be 
considered. The public faith is pledged to our ci- 
tizens, they have invested capital and pledged their 
credit toa very large amount in inaterials, machi- 
nery and implements, and labor to perforin their 
contracts; they have their agreement with subordi- 
nate contractois, and these again have others, and 
thus a very large number ol persons are relying 
upon the faith of the state. 

The abrupt suspension of the public works would 
bring new and unapprehended evils upon a com- 
munity deeply suffering from pecuniary embarrass- 
nents. Provision must be made to indemnify the 
damages to those who have contracted direcily 
with the state. The sum required for this purpose 
Would far exceed the additional five-eighths or 
three-fourths of one per cent. which the state would 
expend in obtaining the requisite funds at the pre- 
sentrate. But the damages thus paid, even ifthey 
Were promptly discharged, would fail to reach 
thousands of individuals and families, who, although 
unknown to the state, would be plunged into dis- 
tress by a failure of their accustomed occupation 
and means of support. Besides all this, the unfi- 
hished portiuns of the public works left exposed to 
the accidents of the seasons, would become dilapi- 


dated, and the ultimate injury to the revenues of 


the state from this cause cannot be estimated. This 








spectacle of dilapidated works, of discontent and of 
suffering would be as melancholy as it is unneces- 
sary. A depreciation of labor, productions and 
property, must ensue from so sudden and unlooked 
for a contraction of business, while injuries of even 
a more serious character would result, affecting the 
value of all property in the vicinity of the public 
works abandoned. ‘The policy of the state would 
no longer be known or understood. No such sud- 
den change of policy evet occurs without serious 
injury to the public welfare and the permanent in- 
terests of the state, and years would be required tu 
repair the injury thus produced. When these 
evils should be felt, it may be reasonably doubted 
whether it would be a sufficient excuse to the peo- 
ple, that our predecessors contracted for too large 
a plan or too rapid a prosecution of our enterprises, 
and it certainly would not be a satisfactory answer, 
that the rate of interest upon money had advanced 
five-eighths or three-quarters of one per cent. be- 
yond what was expected when the works were 
undertaken. 

In view of the whole subject, it seems expedient 
and even necessary that provision should be made 
to complete existing contracts. But a careful re- 
gard for our permanent credit, requires that the 
amount appropriated during the present year, should 
be no greater than is absolutely necessary to pre- 


to those engaged in the performance of contracts, 
The committee believe, after much consideration of 
the subject, that the amount appropriated by the 
bill from the senate, may be reduced to three mil- 
lions of dollars,of which sum, $2,150,000 should 
be apportioned to the Erie enlargement, $550,000 
to the Genesee Valley canal, and $300,000 to the 
Black Rivercanal. Though this reduction may oe- 
casion considerable inconvenience, and perhaps 
prove too small for the absolute emergencies of the 
works in progress, yet if there should be any error 
on such a subject, in such times as these, it is bet- 
ter that it should be on the side of caution and eco- 
nomy. 

The next legislature will have the advantage of 
knowing the settled and permanent condition of 
financial affairs in the country. Existing contracts 
will then be nearly completed. The state will be 
so nearly disembarrassed of previous engagements, 
that the legislature will have the whole systein 
once more under its control, and its measures may 
be adapted to the actual condition of things, with- 
out being trammelled by the question of violation 
of contracts, of damages to contractors, and of di- 
lapidations of unfinished portions of the works. If 
prudence shall then still require a_ retardation in 
our progress, or a modification of the system, the 
legislature will be at liberty to adopt a correspond- 
ing policy. But if, on the contrary, it shall then 
appear, as all must hope it will, that the fiscal con- 
dition of the state is sound, that its surplus reve- 
nues exhibit a steady augmentation, so as to war- 
rant increased expenditures, the legislature will 
find no embarrassments in adopting measures for 
further progress. 

Considerations both of prudence and justice, 
seem to require that the same principles be extend- 
edto the New York and Erie rail road company, 
and the committee recommend that suitable restric- 
tions be imposed as to the amount of stock to be 
issued to that company during the present year— 
that the rate of interest upon the stock to be loaned 
to it be the same as upon that issued for the canals, 
and that the company be required to restrict its 
operations in such a proportion as shall be neces- 
sary to conform to the restricted policy pursued in 
regard to the canals. 

The particulars in relation to the debt of the 
state, its revenues and expenditures, and the con- 
dition of the public works, have been so fully stated 
in the reports referred to the committee, and espe- 
cially, in a very lucid and satisfactory report made 
by the financial committee of the senate, that we 
cannot hope to shed any new light upon those sub- 
jects. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 








A modified revenue bill had passed the house, on 
Monday, embracing neaily the same provisions as 


_the bill above nentioned, exceptso much as relates 
‘to the United States bank. After passing the se- 


nate, it was returned to the house on Tuesday with 
amendments, which the house immediately concur- 
red in. All this took place prior to the reconside- 
ration and passage of the bill above mentioned. 

At 11 o’clock, P. M. on Tuesday, the legislature 
adjourned sine die. . 
_ The Journal of Commerce publishes the follow- 
ing as the substance of the revenue bill. 

The governor is to negotiate a loan not to exceed 
three millions at five per cent. No certificate for 
less than $100. 

The banks of the commonwealth (the United 
States bank excepted) shall be authorised to sub- 
scribe to the loan, which they may pay into the 
state treasury in their own notes of the denomina- 
tions of one, two and three dollars, redeemable in 
state stock whenever presented to the auount of 
one hundred dollars at the counter of the banks 
which issned them. The notes thus redeemed to 
be marked “cancelled.” The bank charter to be 
declared “forfeit,” if the redemption is refused for 
ten days. A fine of from $500 to $2,000 to be in- 
flicted upon every director, president, cashier or 


tel clerk, who shall knowingly issue a greater amount 
serve the canals, and avert injury to the state, or 


of these small notes than the bank (to which he is 
attached) shall possess of the state stock, and shall 
be personally responsible in his private property for 
the amount of such issue. The banks, alter issu- 
ing said notes, and until they are redeemed with 
stock, receive one per cent, from the commonwealth 
for the loan. 

The banks, however, shall pay the interest of 
five per cent. per annum to the holders of the state 
stock which they issue in redemption of their own 
small notes, and they shall deduct the interest thus 
paid from the dividend tax due the state. If the 
interest exceed the tax, then the state shall refund. 

Banks are to subscribe for loan and issue notesin 
payment thereof in the following proportion to 
their capital paid in: of $300,000, five per cent.; of 
$700,000, twenty per cent.; of $2,500,000, seven- 
ye per cent.; above the last named sum, six per 
cent. 

Small notes thus issued shall be receivable for 
debts due the commonwealth, and may be re-issued 
by the state treasurer or by the bank, and shall be 
receivable by the bank for debts and on deposite, 
and payable in like currency: provided this permis- 
sion shall not affect special contracts for the pay- 
ment of deposites. 

Banks which do not pay taxes on their dividends 
(excepting the Bank of the United States) may 
deposite with the anditor general portions of the 
funded debts of the state as security for the re- 
demption of notes which they may issue. Such 
banks then may issue notes of denowinations less 
than $5, in the sum proportioned to its stock as 
previously stated, and under the same penalties 
with regard to over issues; and the state officer will, 
when these notes are presented inamounts of $100 
issue scrip, to be returned tothe banks whose notes 
are redeemed. Interest on scrip tobe suspended 
while in the hands of the auditor general. 

Bank notes issued under this act to have a uni- 
formity of phraseology. 

The banks not subject to the payment of more 
than six per cent. interest when sued for the pay- 
ment of notes, allowed to declare dividends of five 
per cent. during suspension, and the law of April, 
1840, relative to the forfeiture of charters is sus- 
pended—excepting all such banks as shall refuse or 
neglect to acvept the conditions of this bill. Those 
accepting shall have the benefit of issuing the amount 
intended forall (in proportion to their stocks),.— 
Banks to notify the governor of their acceptance 
within forty days after the passage of the bill. 

The following are the provisions relative to the 
United States bank. 

If the stockholders, at their meeting next Tues- 
day, or at any other general meeting, shall decide 
by a majority of votes (according to the scale of 


The revenue bill passed, and the legislature adjourn- ; votes allowed at the election of directors) to make 


ed. The revenue bill, or relief bill, passed the se- 


nate of Pennsylvania on Monday, by the constitu- | 


tional majority of two-thirds, notwithstanding the 
governor’s veto, and was sent to the house for con- 
currence. It was there discussed with much ear- 
nestness on Tuesday morning, and the vote being 
taken, there appeared for the bill 48, against it 43. 
So the bill was lost, there not being a majority of 
two-thirds in its favor, 

At the commencement of the afternoon session, a 
motion to reconsider the above vote, was made and 
carried. The bill was then passed by a vote of 62 
to 28, and became a law of the state, without the 
signature of the governor. It includes the several 
sections relative to the United States bank. 





an assignment, it shall be the duty of the directors, 
in the corporate name of the bank, to make and eze- 
cute such an assigninent, and to deliver up all the 
property of the bank to five or more trustees, to be 
elected by a like vote; and while in these trustees 
shall be vested all the goods, chatties, rights, &e. 
of the bank, there shall not be necessary any in- 
rite or appraisements, nor shall security be re- 
quired. 

The assignment shall contain instructions to the 
trustees as to their duty and compensation. 

Trustees to hold their office until January next, 
when the same or other persons shall be elected by a 
like vote by the stockholders, and soon from year 
to year until the trust shal! be completed. 
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The corporate power of the bank, after the assign- 
ment, shall cease and determine, excepting for pur- 
poses of suing aid being sued, and continuing suits 
now pending, making assurances, transfers and other 
acts uecessary for the trust; and for calling the trus. 
tees to account and compelling them to execute said 
trust, and for choosing directors to receive and dis- 
tribute among the stockholders any surplus alter the 
payments of the debts. 

Lhe courts of the commonwealth to have jurisdic- 
tion of the trust, and the legistature may, without 
cousent of the stockholders, change the provisions 
of this act as it may deem expedieut. 

The banking privilege to cease so far as it regards 
loaning money, issuing notes and bills, and to be 
confined to the settlement of its affairs and the dis- 
posal of its effects. ; 

No proxies valid unless issued within sixty days 
of the election or ineeting. 

Veto message from the governor, of the ‘‘act to pro- 
vide revenue to meet the demands on the treasury, 
and for other purposes.” 

On Saturday, the Ist inst. governor Porter sent to 
the legislature the following message, giving his 
reasons for withholding his assent to the relief bill. 
To the senute and house of representatives of the com- 

monwealih of Pennsylvania: 

GENTLEMEN: In returning to the legislature the 
bill entitled ‘san act to provide revenue to meet the 
demands on the treasury, and for other purposes,” 
without my approbation, I feel that I am discharg- 
ing one of the cost responsible and painful duties 
that has devolved upon ine, since I have been en- 
trusted with the executive functions of the commmon- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, by the people. I have ex- 
amined the various provisions of this bill, with an 
earnest and anxious desire to give it my sanction, 
if L could bring my wind to the conviction, that it 
was not wholly incompatible with the public inter- 
ests; but alter the most careful consideration, I am 
constrained, by an overwhelming sense of duty, to 
refuse it my assent. No person can read this bill, 
however hastily, without perceiving that it is one 
of a peculiar character. It provides in the first in. 
stance, for the negotiation of a loan of three millions 
one hundred thousand dollars, and the issue of that 
amount of notes, a large portion of which is un- 
der the denomination of five dollars, to be based 
upon the loan by certain banks required to take it, 
described in the bill. The manner in which this 
loan is to be taken and redeeined, at the end of five 
years, or sooner, at the pleasure of the legislature, 
and also in which the notes are to be issued and 
finally cancelled, is somewhat intricate and compli- 
cated, but is still, perhaps, sufficiently clear to be 
carried into practicable operation, without any very 
great difficulty. The bill, also, provides for a limit- 
ed auginentatuon of the awnount of tax upon certain 
classses of citizens, likewise for the deposiling of 
certain portions of the funded debt of this state, as 
security for the redemption of notes of denotmina- 


tions nut less than five dollars to be issued upon the | 


credit of said debt, by the banks of this common- 
wealth, except the Bank ofthe United States. And 
in the seventeenth section, it provides that the pe- 
nalties, imposed upon the banks, of paying a greater 
rate of integest than six per cent. and the provisions 
of the acts of assembly, and various acts of incorpo- 
ration, which point out a mode for the forfeiture of 
any charter of any bank, for or by reason of the 
non payment of its abilities on demand, shall be 
and the same are suspended until further legislative 
action, and until the legislature makes provision for 
the re-payment of the loan authorised by the first 
section of this act; and repeals the resolution passed 
the third day of April, 1840, entitled ‘a resolution 
providing for the resumption of specie payments 
by the banks, and for other purposes.” The suc- 
ceeding sections authorise the stockholders of the 
Bank of the United States, to make a general as- 
signinent of all its real and personal estate, goods, 
chattels, &c. to trustees, for the purpose of securing 
and paying the debts and obligations of that insti- 
tution, and exempts auch trustees or assignees from 
the operation of such parts of the general laws of 
this commonwealth as require that they should file 
an inventory, or appraiseiment, of the property as- 
signed or conveyed in trust; and also from giving 
security for the faithful discharge of their duties, 
and leaves the whole of these important guarantees 
for the faithful execution of their trust, to the dis- 
cretion and regulation of the stockholders. And in 
the twenty-third section is found the singular and 
extraordinary provision, that after subjecting the 
trustees appointed by the stockholders to the exclu- 
sive control of the said stockholders, the courts of 
this commonwealth shall have jurisdiction of the 
said trust, as if it were created under any general 
law of the state. Then follows the provision, that 
it shall be lawful for the legislature, and the power 
is hereby expressly reserved, at any time or times, 


with the consent of the said stockholders, at a ge- 
neral meeting for that purpose convened according 
to the charter, to change and alter the provisions of 
this act in such a manner as to the legislature may 
seein expedient. If there be any security whatever 
to the public in these last named inoperative provi- 
sions, I confess itis not obvious to my mind. Such 
is the general substance of this bill, so far as it re- 
lates to the banking institutions of this common- 
wealth. In addition to which it appropriates the 
loan above mentioned, of three millions one hundred 
thousand dollars, to various necessary and important 
cbjects connected with the government. On the 
passage of this bill depends the successful prosecu- 
tion of the common school system, the payment of 
donations to academies and female seminaries, pen- 
sions and gratuities to old soldiers, the repairs of 
the rail roaas and canals for the current vear, pay- 
ments of debts due for repairs made prior to first of 
November last, appropriations to orphan asylums 
and house of refuge, asylums for blind and deaf and 
dumb, to pay damages and the militia expenses, to 
pay all the expenses of government, to pay lock 
keepers, weigh masters and other persons employed 
on the public works, to pay certain guarantees of 
interest by the state, to pay debts due on contracts 
for work done on the Erie divisions, North Branch 
extension, Wisconisco canal, and numerous other 
specified public improvements, to pay the canal 
commissioners, appraisers and engineers, and, in 
fact, every operation of the government in the exe- 
cution of which appropriations of money are re- 
quired. This bill, Believe, is the very first in 
the whole history of our government in which the 
necessary expenses of government, indeed the in- 
dispensable expenses of government, without which 
it cannot move on fora day, have been vonnected 
with extraneous subjects of questionable character, 
and concerning which, it was not only possible but 
probable that conflicting opinions respecting their 
policy would exist among the various departinents, 
whose united assent was necessary for the passage 
of the law. It has been, hitherto, among the states- 
men of Pennsylvania, the received opinion that the 
indispensable expenditures of government should 
| be furnished at all events, whatever else might fail. 
But this bill, departing from that long established 
usage, has directly involved these expenses with 
the regulation and control of the banking system of 
the commonwealth, upon which, perhaps, more than 
upon any other subject, irreconcilable differences 
of opinion exist. Without imputing it as the de- 
sign of the legislature to compel the executive to 
surrender honest and conscientious convictions of 
duty, in reference to at least two of the provisions 
contained in this bill, for the purpose of obtaining 
appropriations which are inseparable from the suc- 
cessful prosecution of the government, I must be 
permitted to say that, such might very readily bea 
system of coercion adopted by the legislature, by 
which they would be enabled to destroy entirely the 
the independence of the executive, or to arrest at 
any moment the action of government. I take my 
stand at the threshold of these encroachments, and 
respectfully protest against the policy of connect- 
ing measures of undoubted public utility, with those 
of questionable utility, with a view of rendering 
What is just and proper a cover and a pretext for 
ineasures that are not deemed to be of that charac- 
ter. I am aware that ina free government, like 
ours, consisting of independent co odiuate depart- 
ments, it would be vain and unjust to expect that 
either of those departments could, or should, compel 
the others to yield peculiar opinions of their own 
in all things, without mutual concession and com- 
promise, I trust I shall never be found so unrea- 
sonable, as to ask the legislature to forego all its 
own convictions of duty, on subjects of general 





_pnblic policy, without testifying to them my own 


entire willingness to meet them at least half way. 
It is trne, when attempts have been made to reach 
certain objects, not so much of apparent public 
utility, as of party policy, by means which I deem- 
ed unjust and improper, I have not hesitated, nor 











shall I hesitate, to take my position on that solid 
'ground of official independence, whereon I am 
placed by the constitution. In such cases I have 
interposed my executive authority, to prevent the 
| passage of laws, in which I clearly saw no great 
public interest was involved, without concession or 
comproinise. Self-respect forbids my pursuing any 
other course. But when a measure like the present 
billis presented for my sanction, I feel and acknow- 
ledge the strong obligation of duty which should 
compel me to refuse it my assent, and I trust I shall 
give evidence to the legislature and the people, that 
I ain not acting without good reason; and if the vi- 
fal and important objects provided for in this bill, 
fail to be finally secured, that it is not without a 
sincere and earnest effort on my part to prevent 





it, by every reasonable offer of mutual concession, 
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I will now state concisely the objections to 44; 
bill, which appear to me to be insurmountable. ‘ 

In the first place, I consider the seventeenth see. 
tion as giving to the banks an absolute eXeinption 
from the resumption of specie payments for at least 
the period of five years, inentioned in the first sec 
tion of the bill. It is provided, among other thine. 
in the seventeenth section, that all laws imposing 
penalties of interest greater than six per cent, ac 
also the forfeiture of theic charters, for certain de. 
linquencies shall be suspended until further tegis},. 
tive action, and until provision is made for the pay. 
ment of the loan authorised by the first seetion of 
the bill. Now, had this subject of suspension beep 
lett entirely to the further action of the legislature 
without coupling it with the provision for tie ro. 
payment of the loan of three millions one hundred 
thousand dollars, it would have been far less ob. 
jectionable. But even then, what would be on, 
condition? This suspension would continne ti!t i 
was terininated by legislative action, and although 
the people might, by a large majority, will that it 
should cease, yet if the banks could find favor with 
either branch of the lezislature, or with the execy. 
live, it would be impossible to carry that will into 
execution. 

Is it wise, is it just, to surrender such power as 
this, to the banks, when in all contests heretofore 
had between these institutions and the people, they 
have proved victorious? But, by the bill before me, 
they are to enjoy these exeinptions not only anti! 
further legislation, but until the legislature provides 
for the re-payment of this large loan. How wil! 
it ever be repaid, if this bill should pass? The 
banks control and regulate the pecuniary transac. 
tions of the country, in which so large an amount 
of capital as this is involved. They are directly 
interested in preventing the repayment of this loay 
at the end of five years, or of ten years, because they 
enjoy exemption from the forfeiture of their char. 
ters as long as this loan remains unredeemed. It 
is not at all likely at the end of five years, or even 
ten years, the commonwealth will be able to pay 
off a loan of three millions of dollars, without mak- 
ing another loan for that purpose. From who:n 
can this loan be procured? Surely not from Eu. 
rope, for that tarket is glutted with our stocks 
already. Not from our own banks, for if they 
were to makea loan tothe state,it would be to 
deprive themselves of the valuable privileges they 
enjoy, under the exemptions already mentioned. 
Not from our own capitalists, for they are so deep- 
ly interested in the banks, as to be restrained by 
that consideration; or they can probably find, as 
they have heretofore done, more profitable invest- 
ments for their money. It is idle, therefore, to 
say, that this loan can be repaid at the end of five 
years, or even a greater length of time, with such 
strong interests in the way to prevent it. 

An act of the legislature authorising a loan to be 
taken for the repayment of this loan of three mil- 
lions one hundred thousand dollars, would be fruit- 
less; the tnoney could not be obtained upon it, and 
until it was obtained, the banks would be beyond 
the reach of the legislature, and would enjoy their 
right of suspension, in defiance of its action. It 
scarcely requires a prophet to foresee what woulil 
be the issue of a law like this. At the end of the 
five years mentioned in the first section of the bill 
there would be a renewal of the saine loan, and the 
same system of operations for another period of 
five years, or perhaps longer, and we should thus 


— 


have snspension which might be well considered as _ 


perpetual. We cannot foretell its consequences, 
we cannot foresee its end. The moment it is en- 
grafted upon our system, we may despair of all 
other reform. It will be fastened upon us until 
the system itself, by its own excesses and corrup- 
tions, is annihilated. The specie stiil remaining 
in the vaults of the banks, and in the hands of the 
people, will vanish, and a dreary, hopeless era of 
irredeemable paper moriey, open upon this com- 
monwealth. I cannot bring my mind to conteim- 
plate this scene, without feelings of the deepest re- 
pugnance. Nor canI[ believe it is right to fasten 
such a condition as this upon a measure indispen- 
sably necessary to the healthful existence of the 
functions of government. 

The authority yviven to the stockholders of the 
Bank of the United States to make an assignment, 
and also the exoneration of the trustees or assignees 
from giving, as is usual in such eases, security for 
the faithful execution of the trust; and also from mak- 
ing out an inventory, and having an appraisement 
taken of the property assigned, seems to me, to be 
a dangerous and an unnecessary surrender of the 
proper control over persons entrusted with such 29 
immense atnount of property. It is true the man 
ner of regulating the conduct of the trustees 
assignees, is vested in the stockholders of the bank, 
but from sundry recent developments in that Ia 
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it seemed doubtful whether the stock- 
holders are, al all times, the safest and best deposi- 
‘og of such unlimited power. The tewptation 
pe jt, on the part of the trustees or assignees 
jo id be great, and. the security agaiust it, is lite- 
- nothing. I very much question the policy of 
7 such sweeping acts of legislation as this. 
=  iroduce the Bank of United States into this 


hey all? That institution had surely very com- 
srehensive and indulgent powers granted to it at 


ita creation, and deliberately accepted by its stock- 
he time. 
nt recently, before the court of common 
leas of Philadelphia city and county, succeeded in 
escaping froin the provisions of the resolutions of 
the third of April 1840 for the resumption of specie 
vayments, by pleading that its act of incorporation 
was a contract between tbe bank and the state. li 
it be so, let it abide by the terms of that contract, 
and stand or fall upon its own voluntary agreement. 
The influence of this institution upon the other 
banks, and upon the general prosperity of the 
country, has been abundantly deleterious, and I 
can see no special reason in favor ot exonerating 
this bank and its trustees from obligations (hat are 
imposed upon every inan, without distinction, who 
is invested with the same kind ol important trusts. 
The powers given to this bank at the time of its 
origin, were considered ample for every necessary 
surpose, and I do not perceive in its present condi- 
tion any good ground for this unqualified enlarge- 
ment of them. 
Having thus stated with much brevity, my prin- 
cipal objections to the present bill, I will proceed 
to explain in what manuer these objections may be 
removed. {I always have been, and I am still, 
most decidedly opposed to the issuing and circula- 
tion of notes under the denomination of five dol- 
lars, and I have on repeated occasions, both in ad- 
dressing the legislature, and my fellow citizens, 
expressed that opinion. I must 1p candor, how- 
ever, admit, that within a short time, the aspect of 
this subject of small notes, in Pennsylvania has | 
materially changed. All the surrounding states 


‘get rid of the causes which produced it. 





have authorised their banks to issue notes of a less 
denomination than five dollars;—our own banks 
are in a condition which renders it exceeding- 
ly improbable that they will be able to resume 
specie payments for some littie time to come; in 
the mean while our specie is In a great ineasure 
withdrawn from circulation, and the sinail notes of 
the states surrounding us, on every side, in open 
defiance of that most excellent law, passed in 1828, 
to prohibit their circulation, are thrown in upon 
our citizens to take its place. In this state of 
things, the issue of a limited amount of notes, un- 
der the denomination of five dollars, for a limited 
period of time, based upon the security of the state 
stock and state credit, seems to be less liable to ob- 
jection than any other mode pioposed at any former 
period of time. There is, perhaps, another consi- 
deration which should operate with no small in- 
fluence in the decision of this question. The mode 
and manner of raising money for the ordinary pur- | 
poses of the government, and to pay the debis and | 
various obligations of the cowwonwealth, belong | 
properly to the members of the legislature, as the 
immediate representatives of the people. It is for 
them to judge in the first instance, subject to the 
higher judgment of their constituents, in what man- 
ner this money is to be procured; and if in the) 
opinion of the legislature, the amount required for 
the current year provided by this bill, can be rais- 
ed by no other means than that contained in it, of 
authorising the issue of notes such as I have de- 
scribed, I do not think [ would be justified in deem- 
ing this a sufficient objection to prevent the pass- 
age of the bill, if otherwise faultless. As a pri- 
vate citizen, I would not yield my hostility to the 
issuing of small notes by the banks of this com-| 
monwealth; but as the executive, having no power 
to originate measures, but only that of approving 
such as are presented by the legislature, I stand in 
a different position; and as between the sanction of 
such a measure as this, and the embarrassments 
that must uecessarily be produced, by the defeat of 
a bill, making appropriations for the indispensable 
Wants of the government, I should consider it as a 
choice of evils at the best, and that as the least evil 
which would produce the least general distress. 

So far as respects the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and the exemption of the banks in the seven- 
lcenth section of this bill, from penalties exceeding 
SIX per cent. interest, and the forfeiture of thei 
charters, I think the boon extended to the banks is 








Hot ouly greater than is necessary, but greater than 
has been asked for by any of those institutions. By 
this section it is provided that ‘no banking institu- 
lion in this state shall be subject, by way of penalty 
Or otherwise to any greater rate of interest than six 





per cent. per annum, any thing in any act of as- 





sembly to the contrary notwithstanding’—“and 
that a.l provisions of any other act of assembly 
heretofore passed, or of any act of incorporation 
proves for the forfeiture of any charter, for or 
y reason of the non-payment of any of its liabilities 
on demand, be and the same are hereby suspendea 
ublil further legislative action, and until the legis- 
lature shall provide for the repayment of the loan 
authorised by the first section of this act.’ No le- 
gislative inquiry upon this subject has been insti- 
tuted—-no petitions have been presented by the 
banks themselves, except the Bank of the United 
States, asking for such indulgence as this bill con- 
templates; aud so far as | have been able to learn 
the views of the banks, throughout the common- 
wealth no further legislative action has been asked 
for or desired, except the repeal of the resumption 
resolutions of 3d April, 1840, and the banks to be 
placed on the same footing they occupied previous 
to the passage of these resolutions, under the act of 
1824. This act of 1824 for the general regulation 
of the banks of this commonwealth, seems to have 
been framed in a spirit of greater liberality and for- 
bearance towards the banks, while at the same 
time it makes judicious provision for the security 
of the rights and interests of the public. From the 
passage of this law of 1824, up to the time the 
Bank of the United States was chartered by the. 
legislature of Pennsylvania, the banks of this coin- | 
monwealth, subject to its provisions, were in a. 
flourishing and prosperous condition—felt neither, 
fears nor molestation, and never complained of the | 
hardship of any of its provisions, and there were | 
but few, if any, complaints on the part of the peo- | 
ple. But the enormous increase of banking capital, | 
produced by the creation of the Bank of the United. 
States and other banks, during the same session of, 
the legislature, gave such a wild and reckless im- | 
pulse to the banking system, as to precipitate all | 
these institutions into the unfortunate condition in 
which we now find them. There is obviously one | 
rational and certain remedy for the evil: that is, to! 
Let the | 
Bank of the United States meet its fate under its | 
charter; let the resolutions of the 3d April, 1840, | 
passed with the hope of correcting soine of the evils 
which the Bank of the United States has produced, | 
be repealed, inasmuch as it has been decided by | 
the proper tribunal, that that insliiulion is exempt 
from their uperation, and on the sane principle 
there are four other banks claiming like special 
privileges, which are exempt also, the whole of the 
capital of these banks aggregately amounting to 
two-thirds of the banking capital of this state—and 
let the other banks of the commonwealth be placed 
under the regulations of the act of 1824. I appeal 
to the recollection of those who have been fainiliar 
with the condition of things in Pennsylvania for 
years past, and to the history of the times, to bear me 
out in the assertion that neither the banks nor the 
people of this commonwealth ever enjoyed a state 
of higher prosperity, nor of more absolute freedom 
froin ali pecuniary embarrassments and difficulties, 
than they did during the interval from 1824 to 1836; 
and I do not perceive any well grounded reason to 
doubt that, with a little patience, prudence and eco- 
nomy, the same salutary results that flowed from 
the laws then in force, will be again felt, if the same 
laws are restored. 
Should the views here expressed be embodied in 
a section or sections, and substituted for the 17th 
section of the bill, I would then feel :nyself justi- 
fiable in approving the bill, although I have a strong 
dislike for some of its provisions, But whatever 
may be my feelings of dislike, I am bound to re- 
press ‘them when [I consider that should no provi- 
sion be made by law for appropriations to the ob- 
ject contained in this bill, we shall have the pain 
and mortification of seeing the remaining soldiers 
of the revolutionary and Indian wars who served 
in the Pennsylvania line, tottering unprovided for 
and penniless to the grave—the blind, the dumb, 
the orphan, and the friendless and unprotected in- 
mate of the house of refuge, would be deprived of 
that alleviation of their wants and sufferings which 
the bounty of the commonwealth has so liberally 
provided. The common school system, in direct 
violation of the constitution of Pennsylvania, will 
languish and be destroyed. Operations upon the 
public improvements must be stopped; their repair 
will be impossible. The contractors upon our pub- 
lic improvements, trusting to the faith and honor of 
the state, contracted large debts to farmers, mer- 
chants, mechanics and laborers, from whoin, unless 
provision be made for that purpose, the state will 
withhold the means of payment. And in relation 
to this numerons and enterprising class of our citi- 
zens, who are the creditors of the state, to so large 
an amouut, if any thing can add to the aggravation 
and injustice of their case, it is the almost inevi. 








table cestainty, that while the state is largely their 





debtor, they must be broken up, ruinec, and their 
property pass under the hammer of the sheriff, And 
even our courts of justice, Where none but inde- 
pendent and inflexible jndges should sit, would ex- 
perience their share of the common calamity: with- 
drawn trom their professions, prevented by the dis- 
charge of their official duties, from engaging in any 
other business for the support of their families, and 
many of them poor, even the salaries which are 
guaranteed to them by law, for services to the pub- 
lic cannot be paid. Can it be possible that such 
praiseworthy objects as these will be left unprovid- 
ed for by the legislature? Can an adjournment take 
place while a sacred duty, which every man has 
solemnly sworn to discharge, remains unperform- 
ed? I cannot believe it possible. To suppose it 
was so, would be casting, what I still hope and 
trust is an undeserved reproach, on those who have 
been selected by the people, to guard and promote 
their welfare. Independent of these particular 
classes of persons which will feel most imme- 
diately the weight of the blow, the entire mass of 
the community has not only a pecuniary interest 
arising from the direct and remote connection sub- 
sisting between these classes and the other citi- 
zens, but has a higher and a dearer stake at issue, 
the character and honor of our state. Tell it not 
to the sister states of the union—tell it not to the 
world—that Pennsylvania, steadfast in the cause of 
integrity, abounding in resources and proud of her 
honor, has been the firstto swerve from that highest 
of all duties, the duty of preserving ber fame. Are 
the members of this legislature walling and ready 
to be stamped to all future ages as the first Ameri- 
cau legislature that brought infamy and disgrace 
upon our republican government? Are they pre- 
pared because the executive cannot sanction what 
he conscientiously and firmly believes to be, in ef- 
fect, a perpetual suspension by the banks; to jeo- 
pard, nay, to sacrifice these meritorious classes of 
citizens to whoin I have just referred and those 
great and vilal interests which depend upon the 
appropriations contained in the bill to which I have 
expressed my readiness to give iny consent. If a 
sincere and patriotic desire to promote the public 
good, be the governing motive with the several 
branches of the government, there can be little 
doubt of the passage of a bill so eminently calculat- 
ed to promote it, as the one I have suggested; but 
if there be any ulterior purpose in view, any paltry 
expectation of political advantage at the expense 
of the public welfare, then it is neither for me nor 
the people of Pennsylvania to know what will be 
the resuit. In a spirit of compromise and frank- 
ness I have buried my animosity to many promi- 
nent features in this bill. I have expressed a wil- 
lingness to vield much—yes, to yield every thing, 
except the point which { consider of too strong and 
solemn import to the public welfare to be sanction- 
ed by authority of law; and having done this much 
to prevent the evils which I have thus depicted and 
to save the honor of the state from disgrace, I have 
done my duty according to the best of ny judgment. 
It not met by a corresponding spirit on the part of 
the legislature, the issue, momentous and deplura- 
ble as it way be, must come. ‘To the people of this 
commonwealth, who must share in the blessings or 
in the curses of the measure, I cheerfully commit 
the decision. The great question is now distinetly 
put to them, whether they are or are not in favor of 
an irredeemable paper currency, and a perpetual 
suspension of specie payments by the banks? and 
also, whether they approve of the failure on the 
part of the legislature, should it occur, to provide 
even for the indispensable wants of the government, 
without which, it becomes powerless, and almost 
ceases to be a government. If a majority of the 
pecple are in favor of these measures, be it so: [ 
shall bow to their decree, but as a citizen of Penn- 
sylvania, looking only to the cominon good of all, 
I shall deeply regret the evils it will entail upou 
vs, and blush that [ have lived to see the day of her 
tarnished and dishonored fame. 

It is idle to deceive ourselves by supposing that 
great hardship and embarrassment will not be pro- 
duced by the defeat of a bill calculated to relieve 
the community, by making the necessary provisions 
for paying her just debts and carrying on the affairs 
of government. ‘This must and will undoubtediy 
follow. But I trust there will be patriotie resolu- 
tion enough found among the citizens of Pennsy!- 
vania to endure these hardships for a season with- 
out repining, if the alternative, presented by this bill 
be, as I honestly believe it to be, far worse. In the 
darkest and most perilous times of the revolution, 
our fathers, though destitute of food, clothing and 
money, bravely adhered to their country’s canse, 
barefooted in winter snows, and in the face of su- 
perior force, they clung to her standard, and dis- 
dained the comfort and the gold offered by her 
foes—none deserted, and none shrunk from the 
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northern blasts that pierced their naked bodies, or 
the British bayonets presented at their breasts; and 
ii they made such sacrifices to gain our liberty, their 
sons, abundantly clothed and abundantly fed, should 
be willing to make at least the sacrifice of suffering 
for a short time the inconvenience of empty pockets, 
to preserve the liberties their fathers handed down, 
Money is a greal convenience undoubtedly, and 
very desirable, but what amount of money would 
pay the price of our self-respect, the substantial 
prosperity of the state and ofour freedom? If the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania prove recreant in this crisis, they 
will indeed have forgotten the example of their an- 
cestors, aud will prove themselves to be, what I trust 
they would scorn to acknowledge, ‘degenerate sons 
of noble sires.”” I call upon you, fellow citizens of 
the legislature, I conjure you to pause and think 
well before you depart to your respective places of 
abode, without making some adequate provision to 
save the government of the state from the want of 
the pecuniary means of performing its vital func- 
tions. I entreat you to contemplate the awful and 
unprecedented responsibility you would thus be as- 
suining, and to think of the judgment of posterity. 
I have done all that lies in my power—the rest is 


with you. DAVID R. PORTER. 
Executive chamber, May 1st, 1841. 
VIRGINIA. 


Elections. The senate consists of thirty-two mem- 
bers, elected for four years, eight being chosen an- 
nually. Of the eight whose term has just closed, 
three are whigs and five democrats. The three 
Whigs, viz: James Lyons, Robert W. Carter, and 
Charles J. Faulkner, are all re-elected. The whigs 
have also gained a senator in the election of Tun- 
stall, which gives them a majority in that body.— 
In the last senate the parties were tied 16 to 16. 
Now, 17 whigs and 15 democrats. 

House of delegates. ‘The house of delegates com- 
prises 134 wembers, elected annually, The last 
house wa3 divided about thus: whigs 71, democrats 
63. The following is the present state of parties: 
whigs 68, democrats 66, showing a democratic gain 
of 3 members; and leaves a whig majority of 2 in 
each house. 

Congress. The complete congressional delega- 
tion stands as follows: those in talics are reputed to 
be whigs. 

Dist. 1, Henry A. Wise, re-elected. 

» Francis Mallory,* re-elected. 

, Geo. B. Cary, succeeds Frances E. Rives. 
4, John M. Bolts, re-elected. 

5, R. M. T. Hunter,* re-elected, 

6, John Taliaferro, re-elected. 

7, Cuthbert Powell succeeds W. M. McCarthy. 
8 

9 


Co bo 


, Linu Banks, re-elected. 

, Wim. O. Goode, succeeds Dromgoole. 
10, 
ll, 


John W. Jones, re-elected. 

E. W. Hubbard, 12 or 14 maj. V. B. gain, 
12, Walter Coles, re-elected, about 40 maj. 
13, Thomas W. Gilmer,* over James Garland. 
14, Wm. L. Goggin, re-elecied. 
15, R. B. Barton, whig gain, succeeds Lucas. 
16, Samuel C. Williams, succeeds Mr. Beale. 
17, A. H. HW. Stuart, whig gain. 
18, Geo. W. Hopkins, re-elected. 
19, George W. Summers, whig gain. 
20, Samuel L. Hays, succeeds Jos. Johnson, 
21, Lewis Stenrod, re-elected. 

Total, eleven whigs and ten democrats; being a 
nett whig gainof three members compared with the 
last delegation as elected two years ago, or two as 
compared with the same delegation after the resig- 
nation of Mr. Hoileman in the Norfork district, and 
the election of Mr. Mallory in his stead. 

There is some doubt as to the proper classifica- 
tion of Mr. Hunter. He is opposed to a_ national 
bank, as also are Messrs. Gilmerand Mallory. Mr. 
Wise, it is supposed, will vote for a national bank 
on certain conditions. Of the whole delegation, 
not more thanseven, perbaps not so many, will be 
found in favor of analtional bank. [Jour. of Com. 

KENTUCKY. 

Election. The following is the general result of 

the election for congress. 
ist district—Zinn Boyd, re-elected. 


2nd ¢ Philip Triplett, re-elected. 
Srd ss J. R. Underwood, re-elected. 
4th «$s B. W. Owsley, new member. 
Sth ¢§ J.B. Thompson, re-elected. 
Gth * Willis Green, re-elected, 
7th *¢ John Pope, re-elected. 
Sth * James C. Sprigg, new member. 
9th «8 John White, re-elected. 
10th = « T. F. Marshall, new member. 
lith * L. W. Andrews, re-elected. 
12th = Garret Davis, re-elected. 
3th =*s W. O. Buller, re-elected. 


[All whigs, except the two in ilalic.} 





—=—= 
to New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia or Baltj 
more. To the two last named cities a new late 
has been recently opened by the cross cut hen 
Akron on the Ohio canal to Beaver near Pittsbure, 
so that the eastern line of communication is nay, 
the most eligible for a large portion of the state. In 
addition to her great canal, which has been com. 
pleted for some years, Ohio has other canals in 
progress—her whole system of works including jp, 
the aggregate nine hundred and twenty-four miles 
These all run though fertile districts and must jy 
time become productive of a large revenue. 

This young state may be called the “infant php. 
nomenon.” What she will be when her fall growth 
is attained may be in some sort conjectured fry, 
the promise of her early days. With an active, jp. 
dustrious, enterprising and intelligent populatiop. 
a soil rich and well fitted for tillage; with her jn, 
ternal improvements pervading all parts of her ex. 


GEORGIA. 

Religious test. By a late decision of the superior 
court for Oglethorpe county, Georgia, the testimo- 
ny of several witnesses was declared to be inadmis- 
sible on the ground that they were Universalists 
and supposed not to believe in a future state of re- 
wards and punishments. 

OHIO. 

Below the reader will find a tabular statement 
of the resources and financial condition of this 
state. The exhibition which it gives cannot but 
cause surprise—indicating as it does a growth of as- 
tonishing magnitude and rapidity. Within less than 
forty years, the population of that thriving state has 
increased from fifty thousand to upwards of fifteen 
hundred thousand. Ohio is now the first wheat 
growing state in the union—her wheat crops last 
year amounting to upwards of sixteen million bush- 
els, which is some millions of bushels larger than 
the crop of Pennsylvania, New York or Virginia. | tensive territory, rendering access to markets cas 
She has constructed a canal throughout the entire | and cheap—with all the advantages which positioy 
extent of her territory uniting Lake Erie with the | and natural and artificial aids can supply in the Way 
Ohio river, and comprising a length of three hun- | of facilitating production, her increase in wealth 
dred and thirty-three miles. It runs through some | and greatness must go on from year to year, while 
of the most fertile regions in the world; it connects | frota her prolific resources a swelling tide of com. 
the great lakes of the north with the Gulf of Mexi- | merce will be poured to enrich all who may parti. 
co; and affords means of conveyance by which the | cipate in its benefits. " 
teeming products of the state way be transported 


Statistics. Area. Thestate of Ohio contains a fraction over 40,000 square miles, or 25,600,000 acres, 

Estitnated quantity of arable land, 20,000,000. acres—wet, broken and sterile, 5,600,000 acres, 

Assessed for taxation in 1840, 20,215,044 acres; probable amount liable to taxation in 1841, 21,200,000 
acres, 

Total number of acres in cultivation, including meadow and pasture lands, 7,500,000 acres. 


Population. Ohio-becamea state A.D. 1802. Estimated population, 50,000 
Population as per census in 1810, 230,760 inc. in 8 years, 180,760 
ee 6 





[ Baltimore American, 


‘6 1820, 581,434 “ in lO * 350,674 
‘ “6 ‘6 1830, 937,679 “ ¢§ “© 856,245 
ss ‘6 66 1840, 1,515,161 “ ‘© 677,482 


$99,154,745 00 


Valuation. Real property subject to taxation, as valued for that purpose, in 1840, 
26,917,961 00 


Horses, cattle, mercantile capital and pleasure carriages, subject to taxation 





Total amount of taxable property as valued for that purpose, $126,102,706 00 
Estimated amount for the current year (1841), one hundred twenty-eight millions.* 

Exports in 1840. Breadstuffs, mostly wheat and flour—estimated value $7,098,810 00 
Other agricultural products, including distilled spirits 1,874,402 00 
Products of domestic animals, chiefly pork, lard, butter, cheese and wool 2,315,069 00 
Domestic animals driven from the state on {foot 2,600,000 00 
Products of mines and forests 782.700 00 


Manufactured articles 5,000,000 00 





Total value of the products of Ohio, exported in the year 1840, $19.670,981 00 
Cost, puid by Sum reyuired Gross amt. of tolls Cost of repairs 


Public works, owned by the state. Leng th. state to Nov. from state to received by state and collection 
, 15, 1840. nish, in 1840. of tolls, &c. 

Ohio canal and branches 333 $4,694,934 19 finished. $452,122 03 $122.004 24 
Miami canal and branches 86 1,237,552 16 do. 72,612 89 20,192 99 
Wabash and Erie canal (in Ohio) 89t 1,666,619 89 $773,380 11 164.00) Expense of re- 
Miami extension canal, 125 =: 11,606,909 83: 1,393,090 17 3,925 07 | pairs on these 
Hocking Valley canal 56 621,375 28 278,472 28 2,326 69 + works not sepa- 
Walhonding canal, 24 491,364 96 89,623 23 | rated from cost 
Muskingum river improvement, 96 1,086,167 96 287,838 00 2,388 48 } of construction. 
Western Reserve and Maumee road 31 165,000 00 73,000 00 3,240 59 3,132 90 
Pennsylvania & Ohio canal (in Ohio)t 86 420,000 00 finished. 4,200 00 net reed by state 
Milan canalt 10 22,692 47 2,307 52 
Cincinnati and White Water canalt 25 74,000 00 76,000 00 


Turnpike roads} 1,008,188 00 563,215 22 16,555 93 net rec'd by state 











12,994,804 74 3,556,926 53 557,535 68 145,330 13 

From estimated amount necessary to be provided by the state to finish public works, deduct estimat- 

ed proceeds of Wabash and Erie, and, Miami Extension canal lands, 379,552 acres at $3 per acre— 
$1,138,656—leaving the sum of $2,398.270 53 to be provided by loans. 

Slatedebt. Due on6 pr.ct. stock payable 1850, °56 & ’60, in N. York 10,511,123 00 ann. iut. 630,667 38 

‘‘on5Sperct. ‘ « 1850 and ’56 * ‘ 550,000 00 + 27,500 00 








||Six pr. ct. state scrip loaned to R. R. comps. 756 & "60 do. 501,51500 = * 30,090 90 
Total amount foreign debt, Nov. 15, 1840 $11,562,638 00 “ $688,258 28 

Due to various school funds at 6 per cent. interest 1,289.53408  « 77,372 04 
** counties, on account of surplus revenue 86,229 77“ 5,173 78 








$12,938,401 85 total int.$770,804 10 
50,000 00 


ae 


' Total state debt, November 15, 1840 
Six months’ interest on moneys to be borrowed during current year, say 





Total interest chargeable on revenue of current year, (1841), $820,804 10 
Revenue (estimated) for 1841, applicable to payment of interest on state debt: 
Net proceeds of tolls, water rents, &c. on Ohio and Miami canals 
“ 7 + Pennsylvania and Ohio canal, and state canals now unfinished 
state’s dividends on turnpike road stock 
Payable by Rail Road companies to meet interest on scrip loaned by state 


Proceeds of tax of 2 wills on the dollar of the grand levy (128 millions), 


#100,000 00 
36,000 00 
15,000 00 
30,090 90 

352,000 00 


— 


$833,090 90 


— 


«6 cé «é 








*Lands are valued for taxation as if in a state of nature, taking iuto vew the value reflected by surrounding 
improvements, but without reference to the improvements on the land itself. The true value of the real pro- 
ae | of the state cannot be less than $400,000,000; of personal property, not less than $150,000,000. 

tT his connects 144 miles of finished canal in Indiana with Lake Erie. : 
SOse tare of these canals, only, is owned by the state. The money paid by the state, only, is given in the 
above taDle. 
$One half. only, belongs to the state. ‘The payments made and to be made by the state, as above given, are 
paid on this half. er 
!This item should not be considered as part of the debt of the state; the avails not having been applied in 





*Anti-bank. 


the construction of works owned-by the state, and the Rail Road companies having secured the payment. 
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ALABAMA. 


A law having passed the legislature of Alabamaia few individuals 
special election for metnbers of con- _votin 


for holding @ 


cause, forsooth, it can show that in particular cases 
of the opposite party conenrred in 


x forthem. That is a most happy argument, 


> 


| a body of troops from a point a thonsand miles dis- 
| 





lant, when others as good were to be had close by 
[lf it is true, as the senator says, that there were bu! 


ess governor Bagby has issued his proclamation, | W hic. relieves every body; it fixes respon sibility on! 300 of these troops, then every solijary horse be long: 
r . ve La 


20th of May for the election of five 
of congress. This election takes place 

wn rae souerel ticket system. The act just 

passeds requires the citizens, at the regular elec- 

twee in August, to state whether they are for ‘‘ge- 

neral ticket,” or for “district system.” 

[Augusta Constitutionalist. 
MISSOURI. 

The whig members of the legislature adopted the 
following memorial to general Harrison just before 
their adjournment: — 

“To W. H. Harrison, president of the U. States. 
The undersigned members of the Missouri legisla- 
ture, who are friendly to your administration, re- 
spectfully request that you will discourage the uni- 
versal mania for office-seeking that prevails in the 
country, by refusing to appoint to office the nume- 
rous applicants, and who tnake personal application 
for appointinents, who hawk about papers to pro- 
cure recommendations to executive patronage. 

City of Jefferson, Feb. 13, 1841.” 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE.- 
EMPTION BILL 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 159.] 
In senate, Friday, January 22, 1841. 

Mr, CRITTENDEN rose in rejoinder. [ did not 
cowne forward as a volunteer accuser of the existing 
administration on the subject of its expenditures, I 
came only in response to the triumphant challenge 
of the honorable senator from Pennsylvania, who 
defied me to put my finger on one single item of im- 
proper or extravagant expenditure. The gentle- 
man assumes engeniously enough, but not very cau- 
didiy, that, because 1 have mentioned one or two 
particulars, these are the only charges that can be 
made, and effects to be put by me on his defence; 
whereas it was he that made the broad challenge, 
calling upon me, or any one else, to prove the ex- 
travagance of the administrationin a single instance. 
Thus challenged, 1 cited one or two particulars, 
more from memory at the instant than from any re- 
search, for 1 have made none. I go into no charges, 
I prefer no indictment, I have merely accepted his 
challenge. 

Before going into his answer, he made some pre- 
liminary remarks which deserve reply. If the prin- 
ciples he assumes be correct, then has he proved 
not only that the present administration has been 
guilly of no extravagance, but that no future ad- 
ministration can be; that the thing is impracticable 
because, though the public money imay be squander- 
ed, itcan only be done according to law. 

Mr. BucHANAN. The senator will pardon me 
for interrupting him, but I advanced ne such posi- 
tion. I said that where there were specific appropria- 
tions, the eney could not be syuandered; but that 
where congress only designated the objects on which 
public money was to be expended, there it mizht be 
wastefully used, and that a president, together with 
his patty in congress, might be guilty of passing 
unnecessary and improper laws wastetully appro- 
priating the public money. 

Mr. CRiTrENDEN. I donot intend to misrepre- 
sent the honorable senator. He says, if I under- 
stand him, that no money can be drawn from the 
treasury but according to law; that no money can 
be spent that is not so drawn; and that, if too much 
money is spent, it is not the president’s fault. Now, 
lask,in that case, what hold have the people on 
this matter? Whom are they to hold to account? 
The president is the most powertul officer in the 
executive department of the government; but he, it 
eeems, is to be wholly exonerated, although all the 
appropriations made by congress ave guided by and 
founded upon the estimates of the executive depart- 
Ment; and although it is a part of the doctrine of the 
senator’s own party that the president himself isa 
component part of the legislative power. If he be, 
then he must partake of the legislative responsibi- 
lity, and that in appropriations as in other things. 
But, whether he be or not a part of the legislature, 
it cannot be denied that, as a part of the executive, 
his department exercises a great and powerful in- 
fluence on the legislation of congress, more especial- 
ly in regard to appropriations; and that that influence 
1s felt in all the preparatory steps which lead to the 
national expenditure. If the president is to be ex- 
empt, then i ask, who is to be responsible? It the 
president is not, then the senator will find it neces- 
sary for him to show that he and his party are not 
responsible, Why are they not so? When one great 
and predominant political party has not only the 
executive on its side, but a large wajority in both 
ranches of the legislature—when the whole pha- 
‘anx of government power is under its control, why 
13 It not responsible for the acts of government? Be- 


appointing the 











| 


no One, and, let the government be guilty of what it| 


will, the people do not know on whom to charge 
the wrong. The president is not responsible; the 
majority in congress is not responsible. Oh, no! 
But all congress is responsible. A very convenient 
doctrine, indeed! It diffuses the responsibility so 
far and wide that the portion attached to each in- 
dividual is too small to be worthy of considera- 
tion. The position amounts to this, that in this re- 
publican government of professed responsibility 
there is no body responsible; that you cannot put 
your finger on any individual and say, ‘You 
are the man;” or onany majority and say, ‘* You are 
the party.” The arguiment relieves at once every 
future president. Now, to apply this doctrine to 
the matter inhand. I cited as a case in point, to 
show the improvidence and extravagance of this 
administration, that a large mass of provisions had 
been accumulated at a particular spot, where it was 
not required for the consumption of the troops, and 
alterwards put up for sale, and auctioned off at an 
enormous saciifice. And how does the senator 
acquit the government?) Whois responsible for this 
waste? or can the senator’s logic redeem every body 
from responsibility? Are the people to consider the 
subordinates answerable? or is responsibility to rest 
in some degree on those who are at the head of the 
government? To exempt the administration, if there 
has really been abuse, he tells us that the government 
did not know of it till all was done and over, and 
that now we have not accurate accounts either of 
the provisions, or the sums for which they were sold. 

Mr. Buckanan. I did not say that. There are 
full accounts of every dollar. But I said that f had 
not had time to procure the particulars fromm the de- 
partment. 

Mr. CritTENDEN. Be it so; but is this the way 
in which a government is to shuffle off all responsi. 
bility? The senator’s argument lays a foundation for 
absolute impunity to every future administration. 
For appropriations, neither the president nor his 
party are answerable; for the expenditure of the 
money, however wasteful and extravagant, the pre- 
sident is not responsible unless he personally ex- 
pended the money with his own hand. This, by 
the constitution, he cannot do; but must expend it 


by agents whom he appoints, and who expend it! 


under his supervision. What, then, is your pre- 
sident? To what a skeleton, to what a shadow do 
you reduce him! Is he not to know that a half inil- 
lion of public property was collected at a point in 
the Tndian country? Was he not to know that that 
public property was sold, and that the sum received 
for it was fartoo small? Was he not bound to think 
or know any thing about this? What is he? A mere 
state apparation—an automaton—a public officer, 
salaried and fed, but not responsible to any one! Is 


‘it not one of the favorite executive doctrines—a 
doctrine to which, I presume, the senator from 


Pennsylvania yields his assenf—that the executive 
is One greal unit; that all subordinates are but the 
hands and limbs of the president; and is it not for 
that very express reason that the arbitrary power of 
appointinent and dismissal is claimed for him? Yet 
here, when a case of profligate public waste oc- 
curs, what do we hear? Oh,it may have been very | 
bad, but the president did not know any thing about 
it! He was ignorant, and therefore innocent. I ask, 
is it fair thus to base the defence of the executive on 
its inaction and want of information? The presi- 
dent not responsible! He is responsible. Respon- 
sibility is the incident to his high office, and consti- 
tutes its highest honor; the office amounts to nothing 
without it. [have not charged Mr. Van Buren with 
being personally responsible in any of the cases | 
have referred to. Not at all. But I say that there 
are inatters for which his administration is, and will 
be, justly held to responsibility. Have I intimated, 
in the remotest degree, that Mr. Van Buren ever 
personally desired such a waste of the public pro- 
perty—that he ever directly intended to injure the 
country—that he willed it or assented to it? Assu- 
redly not. But all these public acts form part and 
parcel of the acts and doings of his administration; 
and they are acts from which, on every public po- 
litical principle, he, as the head of that adiministra- 
tion, is responsible. 

And now let me come down to the particulars of 
the charges! have made. I presume I was mistaken, 
in point of fact, when I supposed that any part of 
the Missouri troops had been marched through Ken- 
tuky. I said this on the authority of a colleague, 
who told me that they did, and that he was in the 
county of Morgan with them at the time. He was 

robably mistaken as to the particular corps. But 
it is a point of noimportance. The gentleman can 
never justify, in point of economy, the bringing of 


ing tothe whole body was lost, for you ce:tainly 
paid for at least that number. Was there, I ask, no 
want of economy in all this? The senator admits it 
would have been better, even if they had marched 
through Kentucky, but I ask, would it not have 
been better still, if they had been drawn from Georgia 
or Alabama? Whatcan be the excuse forit? Not that 
[ insinuate that the men from Missouri were not as 
gallant soldiers as the world contains, but I may be 
permitted to suppose that in Georgia or in Alabama, 
or even in old Kentucky, men as brave as they 
might have been found. They could have been em- 
ployed at the same rate, and we should have been 
saved the cost of transportation and the price of the 
dead horses. Did one single horseman bring his 
horse back? I do not refer to this particular troop, 
but to all the mounted men. Has not the U. States 
paid for every single solitary horse employed in that 
cainpaign? 

Mr. BucHANAN. 
horses. 


Mr. CritrenDEN. Yes: but did we not pass a 
bill paying for 300 horses lost at sea? And as to 
the others, if they were not drowned, they died for 
want of fodder; or, if not, to bring them back by 
steamboat to Missouri or Arkansas would have cost 
as much as they were worth. All this shows a want 
of due management and economy. Did the govern- 
ment, when it ordered these troops into Florida, 
ever Calculate that it was to pay for the horses? Yet 
we were charged the original price for every one of 
them. 


Mr. Linn. The senator is misinformed. The 
horses were bought by governinent at a valuation 
made of them in Florida, and not in Missouri, and 
that has been urged by the gentleman’s friends as 
one ground of accusation against us. 


Mr. CrittenpvEeN. I think the senator is mis- 
taken. I know at least that all our Kentucky horses 
were valued at home, so far as I have ary know- 
ledge. Now, 1 ask, was there no extravagance in 
drawing these men from Missouri? The senator 
admits that there has been large additional cost, and 
for what reason was it incurred? That the men from 
Missouri were fitter for the service. Why? Be- 
cause they were more versed in Indian warfare and 
better able to pursue and uncover the lurking foe. 
But what reason has the senator to assume this?— 
Have not the people of Georgia been living among 
Indians and waring with them? How long is it 
since the Indians were removed from Alabaina and 
Tennessee? And why were not the people from 
these states as familiar with the habits of southern 
Indians as the nen of Missouri? It is a mere color 
lof defence. I admit it is no great matter, but still 
it meets the challenge of the senator. 

And now, to return to the subject of the sale of 
provisions. ‘the senator says that the president 
knew nothing about it, and asks whether it was not 
necessary that a depot cf provisions should be pro- 
vided for the army. Certainly; but how should this 
have been done? It should have been founded on pre- 
vious knowledge, arrangemnent and calculation; and 
here lies the ground of complaint. I say it was great 
improvidence to collect a vast mass of provisions 
which were not wanted, as the event plainly proves. 
Here is the mismanagement. Here is the extrava- 
gance. And how does the senator justify it? Oh, 
the provisions might have been wanted; if there had 
been an army there to eat them, they would have 
been eaten up. And this is military skill; this is 
the profound foresight of the war departinent. The 
army and its provisions separated from each other! 
the army in one place and the provisions in another! 
and, for aught | know, suffering for the want of 
them. Is this your military combination? And was 
it good economy to let these provisions be sold for 
a song? That Mr. Van Buren would have reprobat- 
ed such proceedings, I have nol a doubt; but I was 
challenged to show extravagance in his adiministra- 
tion, not wanton wickedness in himself. The se- 
natorsays I am mistaken as to the amount for which 
the provisions were sold. Here is an account of a 
quantity of corn sold—some at 17 cents, some at 
11, some at 10, some at 34, some at 134; and here 
is the cost of the same corn—part at $1 50 and part 
at $2. The bighest price at which it was sold was 
17 cents, and the lowest 34 cents. 

But this is not the whole story. If common fame 
is to be credited, or other authority in which I have 
the highest confidence, there was a large multitude 
of people who attended at the place of sale, and the 
provisions were of a kind to command the highest 
prices; but, just before the sale commenced, procla- 
ination was inade that nothing would be received 
in payment but gold and silver or treasury notes. 





The government bought the 
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The effect was astounding; the bidders had colleet- 
ed, bringing with them tbe ordinary currency which 
prevailed in the vicinily, but they were all thrown 
out at onee, and had to stand by and see the public 

roperty belonging to governinent sold to men who 
had public money in their bands, and who doubtless 
purchased it with public funds placed in their custo- 
dy for any purpose but this. I believe this is sus- 
ceptible of proof; and further, that these same pro- 
visions were afterwards sold, on private account, at 
a large advance, for the very money which had 
been refused at the government auction sale. 

I am very sure that my condemnation of such pro- 
ceedings as these cannot be more sincere or more 
thorough than is that of the senators on all sides of 
the house whoin I address; but I charge this as an 
instance of gross mismanagement and abuse; the 
facts are not denied, and no adequate reply has been 
made to the charge. The governinent lost nearly 
half aillion of dollars by this single transaction, 
and it occurred under the management of the pre- 
sent administration. 


law on the subject, and left the executive to defend 
ithe territory by other «means. Now, asks the honor- 
able geullewan, was it ever intended by congress 
that the citizens of Florida should be butchered 
with their helpless wives aud children by the sa- 
vage foc? Certainly that never was the intention 
or desire of any senator here: but whether or not, if 
we omitted to provide the necessary means of de- 
fence, it was great negligence on cur part. But 
was the secretary authorised to assume that if con- 
gress failed to do its duty in the case, therefore the 
executive was the residuary legatee of all legisla- 
tive powers, and was einpowered to do all that con- 
gress should have done, but omitted todo? This is 
strange doctrine. Congress had the subject before 
them, and failed to pass, or did not pass, any law in 
regard to it: they refused to raise the fifteen hun- 
dred mounted men which had been proposed: but 
no sooner was this fact known, and the session of 
congress at an end, than, in the exercise of the new 
executive logic, the executive, of itsown mere mo- 
lion and authority, proceeded to raise a little execu- 





As to the mints, I confess I do not know mucn 
about them. I leave to my friend from Pennsylva- ; 
nia (Mr. BucHANAN) and wy friend from Georgia, 
(Mr. Lumpkin) to settle the dispute as to how 
much gold is iikely te be found in the Georgia tines, ' 
or bronght to the Dahlonega mint. I[ think it seems 
to be admitted that little, if any, has been brought 
there lately. Why then do we not shut up shop, 
when there are no customers? Why keep the mill 
open, the wheels going round, and the miller on pay, 
when there is no grist to grind? The gold, it seeins, 
has given out, or nearly so; new veins, if is frue, 
may hereafter be found. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia seems to have gone on in faith, and the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania very heartily wishes him 
abundant showers of gold froin above; but my friend 
from Georgia does not expect his gold, I take it, 
from above, but from beneath. Glorious, indeed, 
will it be for him should yolden streams spout out 
from below ground, and golden showers at the same 
moment come rushing down from above, and all in 
answer to the prayers of the senator from Pennsyl- 
vania. [Loud laughter.) Butin the mean while 
you have been keeping your mill ready—your 
wheels greased—your officers well paid, so that, 
however go little gold flowed in, no sinall amount 
was flowing out all the while. Ido not say you 
have done this from a mere wish to spend the mo- 
ney of the government; but I call this misinanage- 
ment, and I charge it as extravagance by which the 
public money has been lost; and can the senator 
day it? 

ow for another item. (I will thank the senator 
from Pennsylvania for that precious little Florida 
document.) When IJ read this paper to the senate, 
1 intended in what I said of it to be very cautious 
and very modest. I said that 1 knew but little about 
the matter, and spoke only froin the document in 
iy hand, which appeared, in point of form, to be 
authentic. I had heared there was proof to show 
that it was so. Now, I ask, is there no extrava- 
gance in such an arrangement as this? If it was 
wasteful to bring a corps of men all the way from 
Missouri, they at least were to do some fighting— 
were to perform some service; but what can be the 
economy of employing and paying a body of “sE- 
DENTARY mililia”—imen who were to do nothing, 
but **sedulously”’ to remain at home, and there ‘‘se- 

dulously” attend to their own private concerns? 

‘Head quarters, Florida brigade, 

Newnansville, Dec. 4, 1840. 

“The troops of the sedentary infantry service, of 
which captain Broer’s coinpany is an integral por- 
tion, shall not at any time be ordered on active duly; 
nor will it ever occur, during their terin of service, 
that they shall be ordered to march a greater dis- 
tance than twenty miles beyond the bead quarters 
of their respective companies. They will be di- 
rected to reinain at their usnal place of abode, and 
expected to engage sedulously in the pursuit of their 
usual occupations. 

“LEIGH READ, brig. gen. Florida brig. 

“Capt. Brorr, Mandarin.” 

This, [ conless, is to me something quite new in 
the military way; a little out of the ordinary course 
of tactics; a quite modern and original systein of 
military operations. I said that the secretary of war 
had been publicly charged in the papers with rais- 
ing a large body of troops without any shadow of 
authority from congress. ‘This was the first order | 
saw; and I did not know whether it was intended 
to apply to federal troops or not. J thoughtit wasa 
Florida contrivance to get a little of Uncle Sain’s 
inoney. I now know the whole case, and 1 call the 
attention of the senate tu the facts. 

A bill passed the senate providing for a corps of 
1,000 inounted men, and went to the other house: 
the house added 500 more, but the bill thus amend- 


tive army! It undertook to argue the question of 
the intentions of congress, and forthwith to suppy 


'the want of a law by a naked asumption of power. 


If that is to be the course of this government, 
why not adjourn congress at once, sine die, and leave 


| the executive to infer what its intentions must have 


been, and what laws it would have passed, and there- 
upon to do the whole business himself? But no. The 
executive can gather no power from our negligence. 
Our refusal to raise these troops was a negative on 
raising them. The executive had no power to em- 
body auy such corps. But the corps was raised, 
and you have got to pay them, and here is the order 
of the general which prescribes the service they 
were to perform, namely, to stay at howe and sedu- 
lously to mind their own business. ‘The troops were 
not raised by Florida, they were paid as federal 
troops. The secretary authorised the raising of one 
thousand mounted men and five bundred infantry; 
true, he did not succeed in getting all the men, but 
if he had got the full complement you must have 
paid them. Now, I ask, in all candor, whether this 
is no extravagance, to pay men for staying at home? 
Troops are usually raised for the purposes of war; 
but these “sedentary” forces were, it seeins, pro- 
vided for the peaceful occupations of hoeing corn 
and feeding pigs; and we have heard great exulta- 
tion that the success of their military operations in 
corn and bacon had a great effect in reducing the 
price of those articles to Uncle Sam. Whoever 
heard before of such an achievement, whether by 
general Read, or any other general? [a laugh.] 
What a triumph, what a victory, to increase the 
quantity of eatables! I aim sorry to cast the slightest 
shade over such glory; but is there not some little 
doubt as to the truth of the account? It was after 
July when the corps was raised; what sort of a crop 
of corn could these inen have raised by their ‘‘se- 
sedulous’’ diligence? ‘They must have raised more 
thrifty bogs than even Mr. Ellsworth, (of whose 
fame in that way we have heard great accounts), to 
have been able to reduce the price of bacon I 
doubt if it will not be found that these glorious 
achieveinents of our federal troops against the hostile 
Indians in reducing the price of corn and hogs are 
not somewhat apocryphal. They may have been 
very meritorious ‘‘sedentary” militia; they may 
have pursued their labors most ‘“sedulously,” and 
may never, during the whole campaign, have march- 
ed a Sabbath day’s journey from home. And hasit 
come tothis? The senator from South Carolinia 
(Mr. CALHoun) is very much opposed to the erec- 
tion of an agricultural department; as soon as such 
a thing was proposed, we took the alarm; [ for one. 
But here the secretary of war, stepping strangely 
bevond his sphere, has established and agricullural 
military colony in Florida! My friend says it has 
prove abundantly useful in reducing the price of 
corn; if so, may not the secretary establish similar 
colonies in all the territories? Call them* ‘sedentary 
wilitia,”’ and so at once bring them under the autho- 
rity of his department. But the honorable senator 
says there is no extravagance in all this. No? Isit 
no extravagance to pay men as soldiers for staying 
at home? The gentleman says he is not familiar 
with the facts of the case; neitheram I; but I will 
read to the senate a short extract fiom a public 
journal published in that part of the country. [Here 
Mr. C. quoted from a paper published ai St. Augus- 
tine. J 

This looks as if the pay of these sedentary heroes 
Was a liftle more than seven dollars a month. ‘The 
pay is here stated at eighteen. Eighteen dollars a 
inonth, for sedulously remaining at hone! 

I will go no further. I say that the charge of ex- 
travagance has not been satisfactorily answered. 
The senator threw us out a proud challenge, and I 
have met it. I have not rummaged among the do- 














ed was never reached: congress therefore passed no 


cuments to find these things. The mere bulk of a 





president’s message, now-a-days, and the m 
thousand pages of documents with which it 
rally accompanied, is of itself enough to 
human being from going through them for any pup 

Pur. 
pose. I had almost rather pay double taxes tj, 
read one of them throngh. I do not profess to be 
familar with the details of the cases I have refer, : 
to. And, in relation to the whole subject, I cay, ~ 
as the senator has said “I did not introduce jt» 
never will be the first to introduce such topics he, 
[never have been. We have heard sneer afte, 
sneer from the other side about log cabins and a 
skins, (not, | admit, from the senator froin “vg 
sylvania), but froin high sources in this house—jj,,, 
have degraded the symbols adopted by the people 
to express their own preferences, and have told tig 
that that overwhelming majority of the nation which 
has put general Harrison into power are a nag, 
without principles, and have no design but to tea, 
down this capitol, and replace it by a log cabin; the 
have attributed our votes to foreign influence ani 
actual bribery; and that is the way in which ¢hj, 
subject came to be introduced into the present (c. 
bate. I did not bring it into the senate; I neyo, 
should have done so; it is not my temper; I am rea. 
dy todeprecate the least asperity of feeling—m, 
temper is quiet—I had rather, at any time, pour 9) 
on the turbid waters of party contention, than 1 
auginent the tempest. There never has been a tin, 
during all our strifes when there were not in th 
ranks of my political opponents men the dearest {y 
me by ties of friendship and affection. Throug). 
out the whole of the recent contest, and even in jhe 
hour of vietory and triumph, I have felt the wish jy 
iny heart that it could have been won without in. 
flicting one pang on the bosomof any man. Foriy 
civil war victory itself is scarce worth the tears 
which it has shed. I wish I could have viewed the 
great controversy through which we have passed 
without the mixture of any personal consideratioy 
in any way connected with it. I rejoice, it is true, 
in the victory; 1 rejoice that the people have reco. 
vered the control of their own government; | rejoice, 
but not as over those who have been driven from 
power; I rejoice for the country and for the cou: 
try’s sake alone. 

Mr. Bucuanan. I consider this a proud day for 
the expiring administration. It is a spectacle fo 
the world to wonder at—that, alter the expenditure 
of one hundred and thirty milltons of dollars in four 
years, we have, from the able and intelligent sena- 
tor fromm Kentucky, an enumeration of just four itens 
of extravagance! Did the world ever behold a ne- 
lion in which such a scene could be exhibited? Lock 
at the contrast it presents to the corrupt administn- 
tion of the governments of Europe. Behold tle 
abuses of the Van Buren administration! Afterex- 
pending one hundred and thirty millions of pubic 
inoney in four years, ifs offeuces consists in this: It 
transported three hundred troops from Missouri \0 
Florida; it collected half a million’s worth of sup: 
plies, which were not needed in consequence of tle 
disbanding of anarmy, it established a body of two 
hundred and fifty stationary militia in Florida, a 
erected two branch tnints at Charlotte and Dahilon:- 
ga. That isthe whole charge. After having hadt 
in their power to spend public money in every pe 
of the union, this is the formidable account of its ex: 
travagance! We put forth this challenge in Mey 
last—it was not then met. At this late hour lie 
challenge is taken up, and behold the resi’! 
Here we have the whole. The working of tle 
systein of republican government is truly adm 
rable, no adininistration can squander the peoples 
money Without certain detection; it is impossidir; 
they could not if they would; and they would not! 
they could. Its own interest forbids the folly, ai 
the indignant voice of the public condemnation stants 
up in terrorem to deter from the crime. 

I do not impute to the senator from Kentucky 10: 
tentional unfairness in the charges he has prefer’, 
or the argument he has made; but he said that !¢ 
effect of iny position would be, that no president ce! 
ever be responsible for official extravagance in 1 
own person, or by those under his authority. Hea 
ven forbid that any such doctrine should be held by 
ine; far, very far fromit. The station of a chie! 
inagistrate of this union is responsible in the high«* 
degree. Itis the highest station upon earth, 4!" 
its responsibility is proportionate to its dignity. \v 
only is he responsible for bis own conduct; but the 
of his subordinates, if criminal or unwise, brings 0% 
um on his administration, for which, ultimately, '° 
is, in public opinion, held responsible. I never h2\* 
denied the principle. 

But on this ground I take up the triumphant 
port of the secretary of the treasury, a report whic" 
cannot fairly be met or overturned. I said that the 


IS Gene, 


erdinary expenditures of government, during *" | 


Van Buren’s administration, have been but thirtee! 
inillions of doilars. Has any complaint bee! * 
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—~ an them? And how is the executive to 
jast them: nie 

eon which have exceeded this amoun? 
The senator says they were based on execulive es. 
timates? Well, and what are executive estimates? 
are they not calculations of what will be the -ex- 
ense of measures-provided for by law? Itis the 
duty of the executive to go through the statutes; to 
discover what the law has enjoined to be done, and 
to estimate the papens of doing it. He is guided 
existing laws; 

OY io thee IPnits, he incurs no responsibility what- 
ever—he stands upon the law of the land. He is 
but the executive officer, and, through his secretary, 
he states to congress the sums which will be requir- 
ed to carry those laws into effect. lt is an establish- 
ed principle that no appropriation bill repeals an 
existing law; and how is the president responsible 
for estimating the expense of doing that which the 
jevislature has commanded to be done? There is a 
class of cases in which the executive is justly re- 
sponsible; it is where he makes unwise recommen- 
dations as to how inoney shall be expended. And 
he is responsible for the expenses which his party 
advocated and carry in the legislature. Here he 
shares the responsibility with congress, on whom, 


ultiunately, the great burden of the responsibilities of 


overnment must lie. 

There is one other class of cases where the pre- 
sident is peculiarly answerable; and that is, when 
sums are appropriated in gross toward a given ob- 
ject, and it is impossible to designate the exact 
amountof money to be used. Here he is responsi- 
ble for having the object eifected in the cheapest 
manner possible, consistent with its being properly 
and well done. I fully admit the president’s re- 
spousibility in all cases of this kind: and, with that 
admission, | have taken up the book giving a de- 
tailed account of the expenditure of 130 millions, 
presented it with all its details, and have challenged 
gentlemen to point toa single item which the coun- 
try could safely have dispensed with. The senator 
said he did not complain of the objects of expendi- 
ture. No; he did not; and he could not. There is 
not one oj thei, from first to last, which could have 
been avoided with a due regard to the great inter- 
ests of the country. All expenses have been cur- 
tailed which could be curtailed. 

And now I have but a word to say as to the four 
items of the senator’s bill of indictment. I shall 
not attempt to follow that honorable gentleman in 
his fine displays of wit. If I had the power to do 
so, this is nota fitling occasion. The government 
brouyht 200 imen from Missouri, instead of taking 
them from Georgia or Alabama! Why, the secre- 
tary of war may possibly have judged unwisely; 
but if he was mistaken in supposing that the hun- 
ters and trappers of western Missouri were more 
experienced in Indian wartare, and therefore fitter 
jor the Florida service, is that a serious charge 
aguinst Mr. Van Buren’s administration? Is it to 
be condemned on account of the difference of ex- 
pense in the transportation of the men? Unfortu- 
nately, the horses were lost in a storm. Was it 
Mr. Van Buren’s fault that the winds blew? The 
whole measure may have been an error in judg- 
nent; but what higher compliment could been have 
paid to the governmeut than the selection of such a 
charge against it? 

As to the provisions in the Creek country, we all 
know that at that time there was not only danger of 
a war, but that an actual state of incipient war had 
commenced. I believe, though T am not sure, that 
blood hai been shed. The whole southern country 
was in commotion; the people were terrified, dread- 
ing the horrors of a savage outbreak. Was it not 
the duty of the administration, in such a state of 
things, to collect troops? 
troops, must they not collect provisious to feed 
them? 
department had embodied a large mass of armed 
men, and had neglected to provide a depot of pro- 
visions for their sustenance, the administration 
might not have justly been attacked on the score of 
improvidence? It would have beena crime against 
the people of the states where the Indians were si- 
tuated. It became absolutely, indispensably, and 
immediately necessary to coilect provisiuns. And 
now, if, by the overruling care of a wise and indul- 
gent Providence, we were saved from the occur- 
rence of another Indian war in addition to that in 
Florida, who is to blame? I think that, instead of 
quarrelling with the government for providing food 
for the ariny, we should rather be thankful that the 
horrors of a savage war were avoided, and the pro- 
visions no longer rendered necessary. I shrink 
from no responsibility on this point. General Scott 
faithfully performed bis duty. [ never will attempt 
to shuffle oif the government’s responsibility upon 


and while he keeps himself 


And, if they collected 


1 will ask my friend to say whether, if the 


sions but that they should be sold? If it be true 
that the sale was an unfair one; if the agenis of go- 
vernment at one time said thal nothing should be 
received in payment but gold and silver, and then, 
when they had got the provisions in their own pos- 
session, took other funds in payment, every man 
concerned in the transaction ought at once to be 
dismissed the service. 1 have heard it said that the 
provisions were partially damaged; and | hope, for 
tne honor of those concerned, that it was true, I 
know it to bea fact that John Ross, the indian 
chief, who undertook to remove his tribe, would 
not take the provisions at any price, though they 
were just such as he would shortly need. If any 
| officer of the United States conducted himself as 

has been charged by the senator from Kentucky, let 
him be instantly dismissed. I admit that Mr. Van 
Buren was in a degree responsible for the loss which 
accrued to the treasury from this transaction; but I 
say again, happy is the administration against which 
no heavier accusation can be proven. 

And now, as to the Florida war, and the pay of 
the militia there. When congress had closed its 
session, and omitted to provide for the defence of 
the territory, what was the consequence? Didit 
not devolve on the executive, under the law, to cail 
out the militia to defend it? Ifa militia force was 
needed, was the secretary prohibited from calling it 
out? No; the reverse is true. It was his duty; the 
state of things rendered it necessary. He was jus- 
tified in doing so. Congress had authorised him to 
do so by law, and it did nut repeal the Jaw. 


{[Mr. CRITTENDEN. Were not the officers ap- 
pointed by the United States?] 


I take it for granted they were not. I believe 
that they were militia officers, appointed by the 
authorities of Florida. What else could the secre- 
tary have done? What would the senator from Ken- 
tucky himself have done? Would he have folded 
his arms, and left Florida bleeding? Would he have 
said, “I know that the women and children of Flo- 


sponsibility on congress; Florida may bleed, but I 
ain innocent?” No; oh, no; no; 1 know he would 
not. There is not aman in America that would 
not have recoiled from such language. Yet, with 
all the senatcr’s well known ingenuity and elo- 
quence, what is he driven to? He is obliged to read 
a foolish paper to raise a laugh. He seeks to pro- 


militia receiving pay at the cost of Uncie Sam! But 
the senator is mistaken as to their receiving $18 a 
mouth, My information is far otherwise; and bea- 
veu forbid that the time shail ever come when sena- 
tors, who can at any time make a searching call on 
the departments and get all the details when they 
please, should, neglecting todo this, bring here into 
the senate of the United States the poor little ma- 
licious slanders of anewspaper! Let the honorable 
senatorretnember that divine injunction, ‘*Do unto 
others as ye would that they should do unto yon.” 
How would you like it, should we, on such autho- 
irity, attack your administration? Prove us guilty 
under our own hand. You have the power to call 
for all the papers; bring thein out and then prove us 
guilty, and you will have effected something; but 
do not try us On newspaper evidence. And, after 
all, itturns out that this amazing corps of troops 
amounted to but two hundred and fifty men. But 
the senator attempts to get one laugh against us by 
saving that these militia could not have raised a 
crop of corn since the month of July, and he sue- 
ceeds in raising a laugh at our expense. DidI not 
tell him that this force had been organized by the 
people of Florida while we were sitting here de- 
bating on the law to authorise it? 





—— 





tive and executive power? The senator makes a 
vrave charge, and telis us about millstones and imi!- 
ier’s pay, and all that, when, if the president bad 
closed the doors of these mints, he would have de- 
served impeachment. I was glad to find that the 
senator from North Carolina on my right (Mr. 
Maneum) takes the same view of the inuiility of 
these establishments which I do; that is the proper 
source from which should proceed the proposition 
to putan end to them; and, notwithstanding the fine 
prospect of gold in Georgia, I am ready to go heart 
and hand with him for a repeal of the law. But 
how the present administration is chargeable for the 
existence of these mints, which were erected before 
it came into being, nothing, [ am sure, but the in- 
genuily of the senator from Kentucky can ever 
show. He indeed, from the abundant fountains of 
his own wit and humor, can turn the most serious 
inatters into ridicule. Let him do so; he may raise 
a langh here, but he never can blot from the remem- 
brance of the American people that, at the close of 
president Van Buren’s adwinistration, all that could 
be raked up against it was these four items of petty 
accusation. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The honorable senator still 
persists in assuming that the particulars [ happened 
to recollect at the time of his challenge are all which 
can be adduced against the retiring adininistration. 
1 never said that these were all. I[ never dreamed 
of sucha thing. On the contrary, I expressly told 
him that accusations might be brouglit forward in 
multitudes, and such as could not be answered. [ 
could give the senator a dozen now. But, asI said, 
I have no desire to attack the senator or his friends 
and I adduced these only because he dared me to 
put my fingeron a single item. I think I have 
made good every charge; as I might fifty more — 
But of what account are specifications? Let the 
“happy” administration which has none but these 
charges against it go before the peop'e; let them 
hold up their broad shield with their 130 millions of 








duce a sneer in the senate at the thought of these | 


The people on | sides. 


expenditure—and then let them write ‘*economy” 


rida are exposed to the rifle and knife of the savage, | ««economy’’—*economy”’—above and beneath, and 
but congress has refused me the troops I asked for; | all around it, and see who then will call for items. 
I will not call out the militia, I will leave the re- | At that bar let them answer. 


Letthem show there 


| the great amount of good they have done with this 
; money. 
| bave conquered: the territory they have acquired: 
|the noble works of fortification they have erected: 
| the increase of the navy they have effected. 
| people, the people, they are the proper and the only 


Let them show the Indian nations they 


The 


ultimate judges. Let them go there and plead— 
“oh, this is but a small matter’?—<“that item is a 
trifle’—*‘for this there was law”’—*‘for that the 
president is not responsible.” Happy, happy ad- 
‘ministration, whose items of offence are so small, 
, and whose advocates are so great. 
| Mc. Catnowun. It is due to the sentiments I 
have always expressed here tosay that I agree with 
tie honorable senator from Keutucky that there are 
extravagances in the expenditures of this govern- 
ment which need to be corrected; arid I shall hold 
the coming adiministration bound to correct them; 
(and commonreport says that the bunorable gentle- 
inan is himself to be one of that administration).— 
If he and his associates contribute to reduce the 
public expenditures, they will do much to gain the 
public confidence. Further: I will say that I hold 
all parties responsible for the whole expenditure: 
gentlemen in both houses of congress and all others 
concerned, 

Economy should be made a party question; it is 
a republican principle, and among the highest of 
them. I mean to hold the coming adiinistration 
to this principle, as well as all other administrations. 
There are duties in reference to this subject which 
devolve upon the opposition also. Ifthere has been 
blame, I fear that a full share of it belongs to both 
Large masses of the expenditure have been 








him. 
But, the Indians having been removed, what or- 





der could have been given respecting these provi- 


| tyrant; for what is tyranny but the union of legisla- 


the spot, who are likely to know something about |as muci sanctioned by the opposition as by any 
their own situation, believed this measure to be the | body. I hold it the peculiar duty of an opposition 
wisest and the best that could be adopted; and | to hold those in power to the obligation of econo- 
knowiug, as the secretary did, that in the end we| my. What has been the cause of our extravagance? 
must pay for it, he took upon him to order it out | There has been a cause—a powerful cause. There 
and to pay the men; and the beneficial consequences | have been argutnents in the senate in favor of lay- 
will be siown to the senate if ever the papers are | ing duties, not for revenue, but for the avowed ob- 
called for. ject of putting money in the treasury in the form of 

The administration is about to expire, and these | bank paper—a form the most dangerous that ca 
are all the items of indictment against it: but no; | possibly be conceived, when there were millions 
these are not all. The mints—the branch mints. | and miilions in the treasury already. This money 
Well; these establishments still exist; and the pre- | has been spent with an extravagance such as never 
sident is to be indicted, I suppose, because he did | was witnessed in any government under the sun. I 
not abolish them. How could he? What power| will give due credit to the late administration.— 
has-he to do it? How could he repeal the law? How | They bave done a great deal to bring down this 
could he refuse to execute the law congress hasen-|habit of extravagance. To bring it down all at 
acted? Had he attempted todo this, he would have | once is as difficult and as dangerous as it would be 
been guilty of an offence against the laws, and of a|to bring down the revenue all atonce. Both must 
stretch of prerogative. Then he might with justice | be done gradually—slowly. I trust in God there 
have been condemned for anattempt to usurp legis- | nay come an administration which will do this. 
lative power, and he would, in fact, have becomea} Mr. C. then yielded the floor for a motion to ad- 
joura. 
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CHRONICLE. 
Antiava. Nearly one quarter part of the town of 
Antigua was destroyed by fire on the 5th ult. including 
the custom house. The damage was estimated at about 


$300,000 
Carr. Barciay, the celebrated English pedestrian, 
came passenger in the Britannia. 


BuRGLARS ARRESTED. The celebrated Hawk Eye, alias 
Thompson, the supposed leader of the gang of robbers 
who have been perpetrating their robberies and burgla- 
ries in Boston, New York and Philadelphia, within 
some months past, has been arrested in Montreal, by 
captain Cowes, of the Montreal ~~ and will be sent 
to Boston for trial. Six others of the gang, West, Fish- 
er, Brittain, Smith and Talford, have also been taken 
into custody. 


_ The Cleveland Herald of the 4th inst. 
a at ontaing the steamboat Wiskonsan arriv- 
ed with 51 paekages of goods consigned to M. B. Scott, 
destined for Cincinnati and Louisville,the first that have 
been received this season from New York via Erie ca- 


nal. 


Crors. The Germantown Telegraph. says: “The 
crops of wheat and rye in this and the adjoining coun- 
ties, never, we believe looked better at this season of 
the year, than they do at the present me. 


Corton crop. The Charleston Mercury observes: 
“Ags we anticipated, we learn that the raw and gusty 
weather, we reported last week has dune serious injury 
to the Sea Island crops, and replanting has become 
very generally nece-sary. On John’s Island, and near 
this way, where with a clay intermuxture the soil is more 
tenacious, the injury has been less and exposed points 
alone require planting over, but on the island farther 
south, about Beaufort and between there and Savan- 
nah, where the soil is very light, the soil of entire fields 
took wing, the young cotton was swept from the ground 
and there must be replanting altogether.” 


Lrverpoot corron MARKET. April 17. In the early 
part of the week there was an improved demand for 
cottun frum the trade, on the prospect of the China bu- 
siness being svon settled, and an advance of 3d. per |b. 
was, in many instances obtained, in the current quali- 
ties of American; but during the last few days the de- 
mand has been very limited, and the week closes hea- 
vily without change from the last weeks quotations.— 
Sea Island is freely offered at declining prices. _ 

The sales of the week amount to 26,260 bales, includ- 
ing 1.500 American on speculation, and 3,200 Ameri- 
can for export. Sales 130 Sea Island 15a20d. 40 stain- 
ed do. IMallid. 7,370 Uplands 64a7§d. 5,200 Mobile, 
&c. 6ha7$d. §.850 New Orleans 6a8id. 


Damages. Sorae time last year we published a letter 
from Montree!, announcing the elopement of Mrs. 
Harris, wife of captain Harris, 24th regiment, with E. 
D. David, esq. of Montreal, barrister, and major in the 
Montreal cavalry. On the 6th inst. the action com- 
menced by capt. Harris against Mr. David was tried in 
Montreal, and resulted in a verdict for thirty thousand 
dollars damages. [N. Y.Com. Adv. 


Deatus during the last week—at New York 152, of 
which 3 were with small pox;at Philadelphia 139, ot 
which 23 by consumption and 59 were under two years 
of age; at Baltimore 31, of which 11 were under the age 
of one year, 4 free colored, 1 slave. 

At Washington, D. C. only 22 deaths are reported to 
the board of health during the month of April. 


Dr. T. W. Dyorzt, who has been confined for about 
two years at Cherry Hill prison, has been pardoned by 
governor Porter. 


Fanny Exssuzr according to the English journals is 
36 years of age, and has a son 18 years old. 


Emicrants. Letters from Amsterdam and Havre | 


announce a very large emigration from the European 
continent to the United States during the coming year. 
A late Liverpool paper says that thirty vessels are in 
the London St. Catherine docks, fitting out to convey 
emigrants to Sydney, New York, Canada and New 
Zealand. In Scotland, too, there is a great move 
among the people. ‘The accounts state that some of 
the most respectable of the middle class of farmers and 
many manutacturers residing in the neighborhood of 
Glasgow, are about to try their fortunesin the United 
States. : 

The number of emigrants that arrived at the port of 
New York alone, in 1840, was over strty thousand.— 
Tbe number for this year thus far is not equal to the 
arrivals for the corresponding period of 1840. 


N. York on England 7348; on France 
Domestic exchange as at last quotations. 


EXCHANGE. 
5f.274a233. 

Freres. New York suffered by a fire on the morn- 
ing of the 6th inst. which originated at No. 146 Pear! 
street,and destroyed property in the vicinity to the 
value of $355,000, of which $258,000 was insured. 

At Bristol, on the 5th inst. property was destroyed to. 
the amount of $3,000. 

At Charleston, 5. C. on the morning of the 3d inst. 
on Magwood’s South wharf, a three story brick 
warehouse, containing between 800 and 1,000 bales of 
cotton, the greater part of which together with the 
warehouse, was destroyed. The warehouse not insur- 
ed. The cotton is insured. 

At St. Louis, Mo. on the night of the 2d inst. the 
most destructive fire that has ever occurred in that 





.| ready to die. is, be 
.| fore he could be prevented, shoved off a canoe to him, in 


}place, originated at the corner of Main and Market 
streets, in the store kept by John Thorburn. from 
which it extended in both directions, destroying a num- 
ber of buildings and a vast amount of goods in store, 
and including the sub-tieasury building, It was not 
ascertained how the fire originated. 


Frovur at Boston $4 87a$5; New York $4 '75a$5; 
Philadelphia $4 44a4 50; Baltimore $4 25a4 37. The 
inspections of the last week in Baltimore consisted of 
11,371 bbls. wheat, 251 of rye flour, 77 hhds. and 80 
bbls. corn meal. At Richmond $4 50a5; Charleston 
$5 37a5 50; New Orleans $4 25. 


Hone Kone, the island ceded to England by China 
in the late treaty.is situated in latitude 22 15 N. and lon. 
114 15 E. and is half the size of Kent Island, in the 
Chesapeake bay. 


INDIANA ELECTION. The Cincinnati Republican of 
the €ta instant says: We learn by private leters that 
the whigs have carried every district in the state, ex- 
cept the fifth. In this, (Rariden’s) although it is the 
strongest whig district in the state, and gave gen. Har- 
rison a majority of 4,622 last October, by a most mise- 
rable policy the whigs run three candidates; and at the 
last moment a Van Buren candidate was started, and 
succeeded, as a plurality elects in this state. The last 
congress stood 2 whigs, 5 Van Buren—the next one will 
stand 6 whigs, 1 Van Buren. 


Cox. R. M. Jonson, ex-vice presi‘lent, is announced 
as a candidate to represent Scott county, Kentucky, in 
the state legislature. 


LETTERS BY THE STEAM SHIP. The Britannia brought 
about 11,000 lettersin her mail. Passengers taking let- 
ters to England are liable to a penalty of £5, and whoe- 
ver receives it is liable to one of £20. An English gen- 
tleman was recently fined £50, for his evasion of the 
pon office laws. All letters must be put in the mail 

ags. 


MITCHELL THE FORGER. A letter received from one 
of the police officers, who wentin pursuit of the honor- 
able absquatulator, dated Montreal, May 6, 1841, states 
that he has “‘positively arrested Mitchell, has him now 
in custody, and is about to start for New York, with 
him in charge.” 

A letter from Bowyer, the New York police officer 
says: 

f Veni— Vidi—Vicimus (a little alteration)—Il have at 
length secured the honorable M.C. and much pleased 
I am but blush to say that he is an American. He 
didn’t attempt to use his contingent friends, but tried 
hard to escape. Iam much indebted to the untiring 
vigilance of Alexander Comeau, captain of police, 
and two of his officers, for his arrest. He had been 
concealed for a week at Point au Tremble, about ten 
miles from here, and cn attempting to arrest him he 
leaped from the garret window, and made for the river 
St. Lawrence. Finding himself pursued, he plunged 
in When one of the officers told him to stop or he would 
fire. He then took from his bosom a package of mo- 
ney containing $2,700, and said “there is the last”— 
threw itout in the stream, and said “‘fire—I am now 
” Atthis moment a companion of his, be- 


which he got, and made for an island in the river; but 
soon after he wascaptured, and brought. Heis now safe 


vernor, which I hope I will soon receive, as I aim anx- 
ious to get home with him. When I do, I will give you 
further particulars. 

I have been treated in the kindest manner by the 
attorney general, Charles R. Ogden, who has rendered 
me every assistance in his power, I must stop, for I am 
most gone.” 


Money market. London, Aprill7th. The English 
funds have improved during the week; and atone time 
yesterday the quotations were } per cent. above those 
of last Saturday. The market opened firmly this morn- 
ing, and consols for money were done at 903; but a 
reaction has since occurred, and a sale of bank notes 
was made during the day at 90. Again, however, the 
market has recovered, and other English funds have 
improved in the same degree as consols. 

Excheguer bills 15s. 13s. premium, India bonds 2s. 

remium. The new three anda half percents. 994 to }. 
ank stock has been steady at 172 to 182; and India 
stock at 255. 

“The share market is tirm, but the transactions limit- 
ed. Great Western 15; Birmingham 69 to 694, and 
York and North Midland 30 premium. Brighton 
shares are 2} discount; Colonial bank shares bring 10 
premium.” 

Notes of the U.S. bank of Pa. are selling at 15 per 
cent. discount in Philadelphia. 

Newspapers. In the state of Michigan, 18 years 
ago, there was but one newspaper. Now there are 35, 
two of which are published daily. In 1839 the num- 
ber of newspapers in the United States waz stated as 


follows: 
New England states, 267 
Middle, 566 
Southern, 294 
Western, 428 


M. M. Noau, esq. late editor of the N. York Star, 
is appointed judge of the court of sessions, N. York, 
and bis appointment is confirmed by the unanimous 
vote of the senate. Who would have dreamed of the 
factious editor turning judge? 








Rar. Our readers are no doubt aware 
have had considerable rain this spring. The fol 
comparative staiement of the quantity that has falle 
during the months of January, February, March and 
April, for a few years back, has been handed i. se 
1837, 11,098 inches; 1833, 11.300 do; 1839, 11.733 °° 
1840, 14'885 do; 1841, 22,494 do. [Pennéyloaniae”’ 


. Sveamsuirs. The President. The anxiety Which 
is felt for the fate of this ship, which left N. York o 

the 11th March and has not since been heard of in. 
duces us to register the namesof the passengers o, 
board: . 
_ P. C. Pfeffel, of N. Yorks; A. R. Warburg, N. York. 
lieutenant F. Lenox and Mr. Courtnev, British army: 
Tyrone Power and servant, England; C. A. D. Meise. 
gares, Philadelphia; S. Maiia, N. York: C. L. Cade: 
Buenos Ayres; T. Palmer, Baltimore; Dr. M. T 


Cuba: 'T. Blanchor, Cuba; Joho Fraser, N. York: 4° 
Van Lohe, jr. Amsterdam; A, L. Byrne, London; — 


Thorndike, N. York; W. W. Martin, England; Ep 
Howell and friend, N. York; A. Livingston, N.’ York. 
rev. G. G. Cookman, Washington city; D. Deuchay 
Scotland; B. Morris and child; E. Berry; J. C. Ro. 
berts, N. York; J. Leo Wolfe, wife and child; mas. 
ter Mohring.—Total 27, and two children. 
_ The steamer Clarion, using Ericson’s propellers, ar. 
rived at Havana on the 23d ult. in eight days and q 
half from New York. 
_ Cunard’s line of Atlantic steamers is to have addi. 
tional vessels, so that one will leave England every 
week, and every alternate one to touch at New York. 

The New York Commercial states the building of an 
American line of steamships to run between N. York 
and Liverpool has been fully determined upon. and 
that contracts for two of them have already been sigp- 
ed, the models completed, and the timber procured, 
They are expected to be finished in eighteen month, 
when the keels of two more will be laid down. 

First steamboat arrival at Chicago. The Great West. 
ern, capt. Walker, arrived at Chicago April 26th. 


Srocks. U.S. bank shares sold at New York on 
the 8th inst. at 17 3-4 a 18; Indiana 5’s at 59; Cinein. 
nati 6’s at 83; Vicksburg bank C. & P. at 5 1-2 Wij. 
mington 6’s at 88, 


Srrawserrigs. Charleston, May7. We were ves. 
terday presented with a small basket of this delicious 
fruit, which, for size and flavor, we have never seen 
surpassed. They were from the garden of Jonathan 

ucas, esq. and their fine appearance and _ luscions 
qualiues show that a little care and attention in culti- 
vation returns a rich reward. [ Courier. 


Tea trave. London, April 12. The tea trade has 
received a severe shock by the intelligence brought to 
hand since this day week from China, and the expec: 
tation that prices may yet go lower has temporarily 
checked the consumption in the country. The delive- 





under bolts and bars, awaiting the requisition of our go- | 








ries in London last week having fallen off to 380,000 |b. 
/ Or upwards of 30,000 Ib. less than they were in the pre- 
| ceding week, and 140,000 Ib. below the quantity taken 
Jin the first week of March last. Privately ‘there is 
| scarcely any business doing, even at the decline in com- 
| pany’s Congou tos. 4d. per |b., but the public sales 
to-morrow will probably establish some certain rates. 

April 13. The market contuaues dull, without alte- 
ration in prices. 

April 17, Tea sales have been firm and promising. 
Company’s Congou fetched 1s. 5d. to 1s. 54d. per |). 
cash. ‘The deliveries continue large, and it is presum- 
ed that the present fallin price will still further aug- 
ment consumption. 


Tosacco. Notwithstanding the large amount brouglit 
to market, prices are fully sustained, and the demand 
is equal to the supply. ‘T'he inspections of last week in 
Baltimore consisted of 1,308 hhds.—1,039 Maryland: 
143 Ohio; 52 Kentucky; 20 Virginia and 4 Tennessee. 

The st. Louis New Era states that the export of to- 
bacco from the state of Missuuri this year will amount 
to 9,000 hhds. which is estimated at about $720,000. 


May weatuer. We have had cool weather and 
rain almost every day since the month came in. There 
was a snow stormat Albany on Sunday last. On Mon- 
day it commenced snowing at Boston at | o’clock and 
continued through the night. 

A letter dated Langdon, N. H. May 3d, states that 
snow fell the night previous from 6 to 10 inches deep. 

At Grafton, Ransseler county, snow feil co the dept) 
of eighteen inches a few nights since. 

From Maine, a correspondent of the Kennebec Jour- 
nal, “up among the mountains,” writes that for five 
months the only chance he has had to see the ground 
was by guing down the cellar with a light. 

At Quebec, on the 5th inst. snow was yet lying °° 
deep that many sleighs continued to come to marke’. 

The Richmond Whig says that on Sunday last the 
Blue Ridge was covered with snow. On Monday 
morning, there was a heavy frost, which, it is appre: 
hended, has seriously injured the fruit, if not destroye¢ 
it entirely. 

The Charleston Patriot of the 30th ult. says—We are 
now on the eve of May and the temperature is that & 
March. Fires are comfortable, and the cald state ° 
the earth and atmosphere will, we fear, seriously re'ar 
the growth of the crups. 


Wueat. There is good reason says the Buffalo 
Commercial Advertiser and Journal, to believe th! 
the export from Lake Erie of this great western stap© 
will not fall below ten millions a bushels during thé 
present seagon. 
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